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The Malaysian Alliance of Civil Society Organisations in the UPR
Process (MACSA) was established upon the conclusion of a series
of consultations between the Foreign Ministry and a variety of CSOs,
having determined that it is in our common interest to unite and form
a coalition with the goal of studying, and advocating, human rights
issues in Malaysia for the UPR Process. Malaysia has ratified three
of the nine core international human rights instruments: Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC) and
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The
latter two have been given effect within domestic law, through the
Child Act 2001 (Act 611) and Persons with Disabilities Act 2008 (Act
685) respectively.

As a coalition which has grown from 52 civil society
organizations (CSO) at the time of submission of our report to the
3rd Malaysian UPR process, to now 60 CSOs across the nation,
MACSA works on advocating and highlighting human rights issues.
MACSA has so far undergone 2 series of human rights training in
Geneva, 15 consultancy workshops with its coalition members, 8
technical workshops on writing reports, 5 bilateral meetings with
Human Rights and Humanitarian Division of Malaysian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and various engagements with our stakeholders
namely the Institute of Islamic Undertanding Malaysia (IKIM) Human
Rights Expert Consultative Meetings (Muzakarah), Department of
Islamic Development Malaysia (JAKIM), Human Rights Commission
of Malaysia (SUHAKAM), Ministry of Women, higher learning
institutes and the general public.

MACSA aims not only to specifically study and advocate human
rights issues in Malaysia, but also to set the record straight on
cultural relativism of human rights based on our local context, taking
into account diverse cultural and religious sensitivities — principles
that sometimes fail to be observed by other human rights groups,
local or otherwise.
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To establish and maintain an integrated Digital
Management System for the registration of refugees.
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Amend National Security Council’s Directive Number 232

to allow refugees temporary allowance to enter into legal
contracts.
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