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the adoption of the UPR report on Spain
Thank you Madam Chair,

WILPF welcomes in particular the recommendations in relation to

" gender-based violence, truth, justice and reparations and trafficking.

We regret that members of the Working group are still not fully
addressing the extraterritorial obligations of states and in particular in -
two areas: due diligence towards. the activities of transnational

companies and arms exports.

~ Transnational companies

Spanish companies have internationalised greatly, and the effort has
been accompanied by the Spanish government.

However, some Spanish companies have contributed to serious
violations of the human rights of Workers-by' using suppliers,
especially in the textile and food sectors, that imbose 72-hour work-
weéks, fail to provide legal contracts to working women, or place
réstrictions on their freedom of movement. This is the case with

Eastman Exports Global Clothing, which supplies Spanish companies




such as Cortefiel, El Corte Ingles and Inditex.! 2

Spain should condition its  political and flnanual support to
companies that ensure respect to human rights in all the br'odtjction
and supply chain in accordance with the Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights. |

Member States should contribute positively to the elaboration of an -
international instrument on transnational corporations and other
'business enterprises as established by Resolution 26/93,

r y

Arms exports

!

Arms exports have serious consequences on the rights and safety of

people in countries where the Weapons end up.
Spanish arms exports have grown exponentlally in the last decade.* ®

Spain has authorized sales of small arms to countries with serious -
situations of violence agamst women, including hlgh rates of fem|<:|de |

such as Brazil® and Guatemala’ @
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Arms sales in these and other cases would violate the provisions .
contained in® The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), and the EU Common
Position for the control of military exports 0,

The recent cancellation of arms sales from Sweden to Saudi amid
“human rights violations in this country, has emerged as a benchmark

~for putting human rights at the heart of political decision."*

Even after the ATT acknowledged the link between gender-based
violence and arms trade and fhis Council adopted a resolution on the
impact of arms transfer on human rights in conflict, very rare
recommendations on these areas have been issued so far through the
UPR mechanism. | |

We encourage member states to bear in mind extraterritorial
obligations regarding human rights violations, including arms trade’
and the work of transnational companies, and to issue
recommendations in this sense. | '

"I thank you.

January 21, 2015, _ ‘
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