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Mr. President;

' Durlng the first cycle of irans UPR review in 2010 ‘the islarnic Repubhc of Iran recelved three .
recommendatlons on sexual orlentatlon and gender identity, a!l of which were rejected '

Few months ago, during the second cycle of Iran’s UPR the number of recommendatlon related to sexual

orlentation “and gender |dent1ty rose to 13. Countries from across the globe, from Eastern and Western -

' Europe Latin America, and North Amenca]omt hands in demandlng the Islamic Republic of Iran to repeal its’ _
sodomy law, to ensure the rights and.freedom of LGBT community members, and to protect the rights of )
people with different sexual orientations and gender identities. The four-fold increase in LGBT rights- related -

recommendations is a clear. mdlcatron of the international community’s grave concerns regardrng the

'ongomg human rights VIoEatlons of the Iran[an LGBT lndr\nduals

" Iran remains one of the few countries on earth where consensual same-sex relations between two men |s_ B
-punlshable by death The Islamic republlc of Iran also considers belng ”homosexual“ -beth for men and
‘women —a crime, punlshable by 74 lashes. The government has banned any dlscussmn of sexua] orientation
.—including homosexuality and bisexuahtv- in—print publlcatlons online media, and broadcast programs. .
Individuals have been arrested harassed, and persecuted for talking publically about these issues. As for
transsexual:ty, Iran requires trans individuals to undergo sex-reassignment surgery in order for them to be

legally recognlzed ‘while” no legal and pract:cal measures are in place to. protect |nd|V|duaIs from

dlscrlminatron and abuse based on gender |dent|ty

Desprte repeated demands by various UN human rlghts mechamsm including the Human nghts Commlttee '

{in 2011) the Committee on Econornlc, Social and Cultural Rights (in 2013) and multlple requests by the . -

Specral Rapporteur on Human Rrghts in Iran, the {ranian government has so far refused to acknowledge the
human rights of LGBT communlty members. As we just learned,.lran has totally or partlallyr rejected all
second cycle UPR recommendatlons on- sexual orientation and gender Identlty, including Denmarks :
recommendatlon to ensure freedom of all rnd|V|dua!s from torture regardless of thelr sexual onentatlon

'The Unlversallty of human rights- mcIudlng the right. to life, Ilberty, and securlty is non negotlable AIIl.
individuals, regard[ess of thelr sexual orientat:on and gender identity, are ‘entitled to these rights. The Islamrc_ )
,Republlc of lran cannot hlde behlnd cultural reIatrvrsm to deny the fundamental rlghts of the LGBT people

Thank you _




