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! According to Islamic and Egyptian law the man is required to provide a dowry and a gift (the shabka)

to his wife when the marriage contract is concluded, whereas she has no such obligation. He is also
required to prepare and furnish a home for them to live in whereas she is not. Moreover, according to
Islamic and Egyptian law the man is required to provide for his wife for as long as the marriage lasts,
whereas she is not even if she works or has a private income however large it may be. In the case of a
divorce the man is required to give his wife the deferred dowry and to pay her compensation and
maintenance for at least two years depending on the length of the marriage. This is an obligation upon
the husband whereas the wife has no corresponding obligation.

Annex 1: The Egyptian Constitution of 2014.

Article 306 bis (a), as amended, states “Harassment is considered to have taken place if someone,
whether in public or in private, accosts a third party, following or pursuing them with gestures, words,
the use of modern communication devices or any other means to suggest or insinuate acts of a sexual
or licentious nature. This offence is punishable by imprisonment of not less than 1 year and/or by a
fine of between 10,000 and 20,000 Egyptian pounds (LE). If the act described in the preceding
paragraph is committed against a woman and the perpetrator is her employer or someone in a position
of authority over the victim due to work or study or any other cause, the offence is punishable by
imprisonment of between 3 and 7 years and by a fine of between 10,000 and 20,000 LE.
Imprisonment shall not exceed 5 years if the harassment against the woman is perpetrated by two or
more persons, or through coercion or violence by one person carrying a weapon or tool. If; within a
year of completion of sentence, the perpetrator repeats the offence in the terms set down in
paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article, the prison sentence is increased and the convicted party is then
placed under police supervision for a period equivalent to the length of the sentence.”

Article 37 of the Egyptian Code of Criminal Procedure states that: “Law-enforcement officers shall
make an immediate official record of the detained suspect’s statement. If nothing emerges to
exonerate the suspect he shall be transferred within 24 hours to the relevant office of the Public
Prosecutor. The Public Prosecutor shall then question the suspect within 24 hours and either order his
arrest or release him.” Thus the accused has to be informed of the charges against him in order to be
able to respond and perhaps exonerate himself before the law-enforcement officer or before the Public
Prosecutor who orders his arrest or release. Article 139 of the Egyptian Code of Criminal Procedure
states that: “If a person is arrested he shall immediately be informed of the reasons for the arrest.”
Atrticle 373 of the General Directives for Offices of Public Prosecutions (Judicial Directives) confirms
the foregoing, stating that “The Office of the Public Prosecutor shall immediately inform a person
arrested of the reasons for the arrest.” Article 375 obligates the Office of the Public Prosecutor to state
the charges against an accused who has absconded in any arrest warrant it issues. This means that,
even if the warrant is not implemented, the accused has the possibility of knowing why such an order
was issued and what charges are laid against him.

Act No. 145 of 15 July 2006 amending certain provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act No.
150 of 1950) aims to provide this guarantee by broadening the circumstances in which a defence
counsel must be present and ensuring a lawyer is appointed for an accused who has not appointed one
himself. Article 125 of the Act stipulates that anyone accused of a major or serious offence
punishable by imprisonment must be provided with a lawyer during the investigation, and it obligates
the investigative authorities, of their own initiative, to appoint a lawyer to attend the accused
throughout the proceedings if the accused has not done so himself.
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% Article 381 of the Judicial Directives for Offices of Public Prosecutions, in referring to the reasons for

pretrial imprisonment, states: “to protect the accused from the possibility of vendetta and to assuage
public feelings aroused by the impact of the offence”. Article 134 of the Code of Criminal Procedure
enumerates cases in which acts by the offender may undermine investigations or the possibility of
discovering the truth. Among the reasons for pretrial imprisonment it mentions: “concerns [that the
accused] may impair the investigation, either by influencing victims or witnesses, tampering with
physical evidence, or agreeing with other offenders to alter their accounts or remove traces of their
acts, or concerns that the accused may abscond”. This is also confirmed in article 381 of the Judicial
Directives which gives as further reasons for pretrial imprisonment: “... to prevent the possibility of
[the accused] tampering with the evidence in the case or of influencing or threatening the victim ...”.
Pursuant to article 206 bis, legislators have transferred the authority of the investigating judge in
certain offences to a member of the Office of Public Prosecutions holding a minimum rank of senior
prosecutor. The reason for this lies in the broad powers the law gives investigating judges, and
transferring those powers to the Office of Public Prosecutions means that the member of the Office
who exercises them must have the same degree of experience as an investigating judge. Therefore
legislators have decreed that only members of the Office of Public Prosecutions holding a minimum
rank of senior prosecutor can exercise this function. Article 382 of the Judicial Directives for Offices
of Public Prosecutions states that “members of the Office of Public Prosecutions shall consider the
circumstances of the cases presented before them and determine the length of pretrial imprisonment
necessary. Specifically, they shall consider the accused’s social, family and economic circumstances
and the seriousness of the offence ...”.

Annex 3: Section concerning projects being implemented to empower young people.

More than 100 projects have been launched in cooperation with the National Council for Women and
other state agencies. These include, among others, earmarking resources to finance small and
microenterprises for women, establishing small-scale industrial training centres for women,
designating outlets for the sale and marketing of environmental products made by women, supplying
machinery to dry and can fish (in coastal areas), creating centres for training women in rare traditional
crafts, training women in the production of ready-to-wear clothing, setting up fairs where single
women can sell their products, providing machinery for weaving kilim rugs in order to give
employment to girls, providing machinery for the production, storage and packaging of agricultural
products (in rural areas), providing professional centres for women, setting up dairies, developing and
enhancing professional formation centres to give women and girls the skills to set up non-traditional
small enterprises, providing small loans to single women in deprived areas, training women in
traditional crafts to serve vessels transiting the Suez Canal, creating workshops for girls and female
manual workers, setting up industrial units to produce juices and papyrus.

In cooperation with the prison administration authorities the National Council for Women has
launched an initiative for the release of “imprisoned female debtors™ (i.e., women who, because of
poverty, are unable to meet their debts) with the aim of alleviating their suffering and that of their
families. To this end the Council has set up a committee to coordinate with representatives of
imprisoned women and their creditors and to establish priorities for urgent cases. In cooperation with
the Government the Council has also implemented a number of health-care programmes for women,
especially the elderly and those with disabilities. It has created departments for the treatment of non-
working women. It has set up departments to deal with cases of addiction in special centres within
women’s mental health hospitals. It has increased the range of cancer screening services offered to
women. It has provided reproductive health services for women, either in mobile clinics or in specific
hospitals, clinics or neighbourhoods. It has created clubs for women inside health-care units. It has
trained Female Rural Pioneers to work in family planning and reproductive health. It has improved
breast cancer and osteoporosis prevention. It has provided secure dwellings for female doctors who
emigrate from distant areas. It has improved environmental and health conditions in deprived villages
by supplying families with healthy sanitation facilities. It has founded a specialized hospital for liver
and kidney diseases. It has created test centres for people planning to marry. It has established a
number of special family health units. It has provided mobile reproductive health clinics for women.
It has set up departments at health insurance hospitals for the treatment of working women. It has
implemented sewage recycling projects in villages. It has created training programmes for women
with disabilities. It has founded a club for elderly women and provided training for their caregivers. It
has set up centres for the care of women with mental disabilities.
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% This is one of the mechanisms adopted by the Ministry of Social Solidarity to protect women and

ensure they enjoy social care, education and development. It is motivated by a concern to support the
rights of women, prevent discrimination, combat negative traditions, create a social awareness which
rejects those traditions and offer protection and assistance to battered women. The women’s
residential and guidance project is a pioneering initiative in the Arab world, and it was set up by the
Ministry to help battered women, protecting them from delinquency and helping them overcome the
difficulties they have to face. Through clubs set up in different economic, social, religious and legal
milieus, the Ministry also provides social, health and psychological care, rehabilitation for
professional and cultural integration into society, and training in certain professions and skills to
ensure suitable work opportunities. There are currently nine centres in eight governorates: Cairo,
Giza, Alexandria (two centres), Minya, Beni Suef, Faiyum, Dakahlia and Qalyubia.

Sixteen training courses have been organized in Cairo, Giza, Dakahlia, Al Sharqia, Red Sea, Qena,
Sohag, Minya, Asyut, Matrouh, Beheira, Alexandria, Luxor and Aswan.

This provides complementary social, psychological, health and vocational care, with the aim of
offering a sound upbringing to children whose circumstances mean that they cannot be raised in their
natural families. There are currently 8,040 foster families caring for 8,040 boys and girls.

These are homes offering shelter to children between the ages of 6 and 18 who are not cared for in
families because they have been orphaned or because their families have broken up or are unable to
give them a sound upbringing. There are currently 345 residential associations caring for 9,082 boys
and girls.

These offer shelter to children between the ages of 2 and 6. There are currently 145 residential
nurseries caring for 3,584 boys and girls.

These children’s villages and homes for young people are part of the Egyptian branch of SOS
Children’s Villages and offer care to orphans and children of unknown parentage of both sexes from
the cradle until they are old enough to look after themselves.

Pursuant to the Child Act No. 12 of 1996 and its implementing regulations as amended by Act 126 of
2008, these associations provide care for children aged between 6 and 18 who are at real risk of
delinquency. They remain in the associations until they reach the age of 21. There are currently 36
such associations throughout the country, 11 for girls including one for those with mental difficulties,
and 26 for boys. They offer comprehensive social, psychological, educational and vocational
rehabilitation and re-education to children who have been arrested for committing offences, children
at risk of delinquency, children transferred from other units because of risk of delinquency, children
brought in by their parents who seek these services of their own will, children in danger and those
ordered by the courts or the Public Prosecutor to be given in custody to the associations.

These are holding centres for children under 15 whom the Public Prosecutor or judiciary leave
temporarily in their care for supervision pending a decision on their case. In this way the boy or girl
concerned is not held in police stations or in pretrial custody in prison. The centres offer
comprehensive medical, social and psychological care services.

They are responsible for studying the social, psychological and medical aspects of cases referred to
them by the Public Prosecution Office, the police or the supervision centres, in order to understand
the reasons for delinquency and to draw up adequate treatment plans for each case. They also care for
children within their own families, offering financial support so that economic circumstances do not
become a cause for abandoning school and falling into antisocial behaviour. There are currently 256
social surveillance offices throughout the country.

These services include psychological and social treatment and guidance especially in individual cases
where behavioural disorders prevent a person from functioning psychologically and professionally;
providing comprehensive psychological assistance through mental clinics; providing the tests and
standards necessary for psychological and vocational counselling in coordination with specialized
agencies; undertaking applied field studies in therapeutic, educational, vocational and family
counselling; designing counselling programmes responsive to the needs of young people in order to
protect them from extremist ideas and delinquent behaviour, and organizing training courses in
vocational and psychological rehabilitation for workers in social care centres. The services also
include extending the “childminding” project by supporting non-governmental organizations
operating in this field (such as the Egyptian Family Support Association) to educate graduates of both
sexes in the provision of optimal hone-based care to children, especially children with special needs
or other issues. This will help to solve the problem of working mothers and to provide work
opportunities for recent graduates.
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The Public Prosecution Office has an unequivocal legal obligation to treat the victims of human
trafficking in a manner consistent with their basic rights, first and foremost by ensuring their safety
and that of their families, constantly evaluating possible risks and caring for them and their families
throughout the initial investigation. The Public Prosecution Office must also respect victims’
suffering and show understanding for their concerns, and all decisions and measures it takes must be
inspired by victims’ best interests. The investigator has a duty to be honest and forthright with victims
at all times, making them aware of the responsibilities, possible consequences and hidden risks in any
decisions they may have to take. Furthermore, the Public Prosecution Office must inform victims of
all available support services and ensure they can contact the relevant agencies on hand to help them
overcome their ordeal.

The Public Prosecutor issued Decision No. 1884 of 1999 establishing the Office for International
Cooperation, Judgement Enforcement and Prisoners’ Welfare. The Office, which is dependent on the
Office of the Public Prosecutor, works in the field of judicial cooperation the most important aspects
of which are: extradition of offenders, mutual cooperation in criminal matters, transportation of
convicted felons, confiscating and conserving the illicit proceeds of crime, recognizing criminal
judgements passed abroad and the transfer of criminal proceedings.

The Ministry of Higher Education and its associated institutions are cooperating with UNDP to
implement a number of programmes, the most significant of which is a project to integrate human
rights into higher education. The aim of this is to instil human rights principles into higher education
courses, to establish a national committee for education in human rights principles and concepts, and
to train teaching staff in this field. The Ministry of Higher Education has also set up units to process
complaints, petitions and requests from teachers, students, employees of higher educational
institutions and human rights organizations, in order to promote human rights principles in
educational curricula and address relevant issues.
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