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2 “Official Gazette BiH* 101/13.

thus it recognises the competence of the UN HRC to receive and consider complaints from
individuals, under its jurisdiction, who claim to to be a victim of a violation by a Member State of any
right specified in the Covenant. As of today, there are a total of 15 cases being solved.

Progress has been made in the domain of protection of persons with disabilities considering that the
Law on Vocational Rehabilitation, Training and Employment of Disabled Persons of RS was adopted,
and in the FBiH, changes to the Law on Protection of Persons with Mental Disorders were made; the
Committee for monitoring the protection of the rights of persons with mental disorders was
established, which focuses on the compliance of the provisions with the Convention on Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Rulebook on the selection, organisation and operation of
the Committee for monitoring the protection of the rights of persons with mental disorders in FBiH.
In FBiH, the Law on Rights, Obligations and Responsibilities of Patients was adopted, which
highlights better protection of patients.

In RS, progress has been achieved in improving the position and protection of vulnerable groups with
the adoption of the new Law on Social Protection.

The BDBiH Government is working on improving the current applicable legal regulations, i.e. they
are currently drafting the Law on changes and amendments to the Law on Supplementary Rights of
Families of Fallen Soldiers and Invalids of War of BDBiH, the Law on Supplementary Rights of
Demobilised Soldiers in BDBiH and the Law on Social and Child Protection of BDBiH.
Accordingly, a Working Group has been established and the activities for drafting the above-
mentioned law are ongoing. The establishment of the National Preventive Mechanisms within the
Institution of Ombudsman for Human Rights BiH was decided amid the conclusion given by the
CoM, thus the MHRR was entrusted with this. In cooperation with the Ombudsman Institution, the
relevant ministries and the NGO sector, the MHRR prepared the appropriate legal solution, which
was sent for consideration to the BiH Parliament.

The commitment from all of the government institutions and political parties is clear when it comes to
removing the death penalty from the Constitution of RS. In this regard, the Committee on
Constitutional Affairs of the National Assembly of RS prepared a draft amendment to the RS
Constitution and one of the amendments (Amendment CXXV) was precisely aimed at removing the
death penalty from the RS Constitution. During the session of the National Council of RS on 26 April
2012, the proposed amendments to the RS Constitution were not adopted, but the reason for the
failure to adopt them was not because of Amendment SHHVI, but due to the different views of the
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necessary scope of amendments to the RS Constitution.

The Law on Execution of Criminal Sanctions, Detention and Other Measures of BiH, inter alia,

presides over the area of vocational training of the prison staff through the organisation of training

courses, seminars, counselling and other forms of professional development that are continuously
carried out.

The role of the Agency for Education and Professional Training of Staff is to conduct research and

education in the field of police training and security in BiH. At the entity level, the training and

professional development is conducted by the Administration for police education RS and the training
is conducted by the Police Academy in the FBiH. Also, the vocational training and professional
development of officers is done by the Civil Service Agency of BiH and the training courses are
carried out within the training programmes of each institution, with a special focus on the Strategy to

Counter Trafficking in Human Beings in BiH 2013-2015 and the Strategy in the Area of Migration

and Asylum 2012-2015, as well as the Action Plan for implementation of the Strategy to Combat

Organised Crime 2009-2012. For the training needs, the existing national and international capacities

(TAIEX IPA 2010, EC) are being deployed.

Nine-year long elementary education has been in force throughout BiH since 2009. The Agency for

Preschool, Elementary and Secondary Education within the European Union (EU) Twinning Project

titled “Institutional Capacity Building APOSO” realised cooperation with the Department of

Education of Slovenia, the Examination Centre and the Centre for Vocational Education of Slovenia,

in order to get acquainted with the European practices and functioning in BiH in order to provide

quality assurance in preschool, elementary and secondary education, in terms of development of the

Common Core Curriculum Development Unit standards in education and assessment of the learning

outcomes.

Direct assistance and help for street children is provided through the work of the day-care centres in

Tuzla, Sarajevo, Mostar, Banja Luka and Zenica. Through these centres, the children are provided

with different types of support, such as hot meals and facilities for personal hygiene, inclusion into

education, health and social care system, as well as the prevention of this phenomenon.

Over 400 Roma families have been beneficiaries of the infrastructural projects (improving

infrastructure in Roma settlements-electricity, sewer, water and road network). Also, activities have

been implemented as regards to the education of Roma and increasing the number of Roma children
in the education system. The informative campaigns and programmes that were implemented with the
aim to reduce prejudices and stereotypes about the Roma in BiH have been significant. Since the
adoption of the Law on Prohibition of Discrimination in 2009, there has been significant progress in
the field of protection against discrimination of all ethnic minorities, particularly the Roma in BiH.

" Official Gazette of BiH", No. 67/05.

Gorazde, Orasje, Brcko, Bijeljina, Zenica, Doboj, Banja Luka, Livno, Zepée, Tuzla, Trebinje and

Biha¢.

The right to freedom of religion is ensured by the BiH Constitution, as well as by the Law on

Freedom of Religion and the Legal Status of Churches and Religious Communities. The MHRR has

the competency to provide expert assistance. It acts preventively in all cases of violations of human

rights and based on the applicable law on freedom of religion; written complaints may be submitted
both by the citizens and by the religious communities with the aim of a balanced approach in terms of
the implementation of the Law on Freedom of Religion and Legal Status of Churches and Religious

Communities.

At its 94™ session held on 9 May 2014, the CoM BiH determined the Proposal of the Law on changes

and amendments to the BiH Criminal Code, which also foresees the change in which the definition of

crimes of sexual violence is in compliance with the international standards, in accordance with the
recommendation of the UN CAT. The above-mentioned law is in the parliamentary procedure.

The amendments to the RS Criminal Code' foresees tightening of the penalties for crimes pertaining

to sexual violence, particularly a crime against sexual integrity and crime of domestic violence and

violence in family. The definition of a family or family community, in the context of this crime, has
been changed and adapted according to the international standards, as well as to the provisions of the

Law on Protection against Domestic Violence. The new security measures that enable more efficient

protection of victims of domestic violence have been established.

- Eight cantonal protocols have been signed in the FBiH on mutual cooperation of cantonal institutions
in providing certain forms of assistance to victims of domestic violence. The municipalities, 72%, in
FBiH acceded to the protocols, while in a certain number of municipalities, there are also local
protocols. In order to implement the new Law on Protection from Domestic Violence (2013), the
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FBiH adopted a Rulebook on the content and manner of record-keeping of the ordered precautionary
measures, persons who are protected by the precautionary measures and the violent persons on which
the safeguards were imposed on. Based on this, a single system was promoted and established for
record-keeping of the ordered protective measures, for which the obligation for maintenance falls
under the guardianship authorities in the FBiH. The annual and periodic reporting system on domestic
violence was introduced in FBiH.

In RS, the General Protocol for handling domestic violence cases was signed. In some parts of the RS,

there are also individual protocols of local government units on handling the cases of domestic

violence, such as Prijedor and Bijeljina. Also, a Rulebook on the content of the records and reports of
domestic violence was issued; unique forms for documenting domestic violence for subjects of
protection have been introduced; and a system of annual and periodic reporting on domestic violence
has been established.

In the RS Criminal Code', with the changes and amendments of the basic forms of criminal offenses

of domestic violence or violence in family, a clear distinction was made between domestic violence as

a criminal offense and domestic violence as a misdemeanour. This eliminated the dilemma in terms of

application of the Law on Protection against Domestic Violence and the Criminal Code in the specific

case. The definition of a family member or the family, in the context of this crime, has been changed
and adapted to international standards, as well as to the provisions of the Law on Protection against

Domestic Violence. The new security measures which enable more efficient protection of victims of

domestic violence have been established, and sanctions for perpetrators of the crime were tightened.

Through the above-mentioned amendments, significant progress has been made in harmonising

normative-legal framework in the field of domestic violence with international standards for

prevention and combating domestic violence, primarily with the CoE Istanbul Convention.

Additionally to the law, by-laws also stipulate implementation of this measure and also based on: the

Rulebook on standards for the realisation of safe houses, the Rulebook on the content and manner of

keeping the Register of safe houses, the Rulebook on the method of allocating funds for secure

houses. During 2013, in the safe houses in the RS, 107 women and 113 children were sheltered based

on the decisions of social work centres, i.e. social welfare services there were 46 women and 48

children. From 2007 until 2013, 812 women and 1.006 children were sheltered in the safe houses in

the RS, while the number of calls to the SOS number 1264’ for helping victims of domestic violence
was 29,899 calls, from 2005 until the end of 2013 (3.982 only in 2013), of which 98% of the victims
were female. In the FBiH, there are six safe houses with 126 available places for accommodation of
victims of domestic violence. They operate within NGOs. In RS, there are three safe houses within
the NGOs. Their total capacity is 52 places. The establishment and funding of the safe houses is
prescribed in laws and by-laws. All of the victims can get free help and advice through the SOS
phone-line for victims of domestic violence (in FBiH, the number is ‘1265’ and in RS 1264°).

The amendments also define that in the event that the crime was committed out of hatred; the court

must take it as an aggravating circumstance and must impose a more severe sanction, unless there is

already a provision in place for a qualified form of this specific crime.

The Law on Prohibition of Discrimination and the Law on Gender Equality in BiH define and

prohibit discrimination based on gender expression or sexual orientation and govern the system of

protection against discrimination. Law on Prohibition of Discrimination ensures that any person, who
believes to be discriminated against, may seek protection of his/her rights through judicial and
administrative proceedings. The burden of proof in the hearing is on the offender who is required to
prove that there was no breach of the principle of equal treatment or prohibition of discrimination.

According to the Law on Prohibition of Discrimination plaintiff in the suit for protection against

discrimination may seek publication in the media of the judgment finding a violation of the right to

equal treatment at the expense of the defendant in the case where the discrimination was committed
through the media (print and electronic), or any type of media.

"Official Gazette of BiH" — International Treaties, no.11/09.

19 "Official Gazette of BiH” — International Treaties, no. 3/12 of 15 March 2012.

* In 2012, through the Fund for Rehabilitation, a total of 189 persons with disabilities were employed in
the FBiH, of which 173 persons fall under the category of self-employment (physical person), and in
the category of employment with an employer, 16 persons with disabilities were employed. In 2013,
323 persons with disabilities were employed, of which 231 persons in the category of self-
employment, and in the category of employment with the employer, 92 persons with disabilities have
been employed. When it comes to the realisation of the strategic recommendations, the competent
authorities and institutions in BiH are in charge.
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In RS in 2012 and 2013, through the Fund for Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of
Disabled Persons, a total of 411 persons with disabilities were employed and self-employed, for
which 1.135.131 KM has been spent and 19 companies for employment of disabled persons have
been materially supported.

Success indicators: Results are measured in the number of the reconstructed and built infrastructural,
cultural and religious facilities and the number of families, users that are covered by this type of
assistance, all of which affects the improvement of the socio-economic status of this population. The
new Law on Refugees from BiH and Displaced Persons and Returnees is in the process of adoption.
In FBiH, the Law on the Rights of Returnees to their Pre-war Place of Permanent in RS and BDBiH
was adopted, which regulates the conditions, manner and procedure for the exercise and enjoyment of
the rights of returnees in RS, acquired on the basis of the laws in FBiH and BDBiH in the field of
social protection and protection of families with children, veterans-disabled persons care and health
care, as well as the rights on income taxes.

These centres operate within gynaecological services of the health centres. The services for young
people in these centres are provided by various profiles of professionals: family doctors,
gynaecologists, psychologists, and dermatovenerologists. The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey,
which was developed by UNICEF showed that almost all women aged 15—49 years know at least one
method of contraception (which include both modern and traditional methods).

“Official Gazette of BiH" no. 98/12.

After completion of the selection procedure, the following projects were approved and their
implementation will follow in the next two years: "Strengthening integrity and good governance for
the effective implementation of the Strategy for fight against corruption in BiH from local to the
national level" - Transparency International BiH; "Transparency of public procurement in BiH" —
Centre for Investigative Reporting in BiH, Centre for Social Researches - Analitika and Centre for
representing civic interests; "Mapping the risk of corruption in the security sector” - Centre for
Security Studies; "Through education against corruption" - Interlogos University, Kiseljak;
"Curriculum for transparency, curriculum for responsibility" - Centre for media development and
analysis; "Introduction of transparent mechanism for funding of NGOs by the local authorities" -
Youth Centre "Vermont", Brcko. These projects will be implemented in direct cooperation with the
Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption.

The RS Criminal Code was amended which defined new offenses, namely abuses in the procurement
process and the criminal offense of trading in influence. The penalties for the offenses in receiving
and giving bribes have been tightened. In the Ministry of Interior RS, a special service for fighting
organised crime and corruption was formed, which significantly strengthened the capacities of the
police for the investigation of corruption in criminal offenses.

In addition, the Law on Confiscation of Proceeds from a Crime foresees financial investigations and
confiscation of illegally acquired proceeds. The organisational structure set out by this law already
implemented a range of investigations which resulted in significant confiscation of criminal proceeds.
For the purpose of harmonisation with the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime,
there were amendments made to the RS Criminal Code in 2013, which now define new criminal
offenses, namely the offense of human beings trafficking, trafficking in minors and organising a
group or criminal association for criminal offenses of human beings trafficking and trafficking of
minors. A New crime of abuse of the procurement procedure and the crime of trading in influence
have been prescribed. The penalties for the offenses of receiving and giving bribes were toughened.
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