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Item 6: :
Cons:deratron of UPR repmts

ETHIOPIA

M. P'resident;

Wlth electlons commg up in May 2015, _urgent and concrete steps are needed to reduce
violations of civil and political rights in EthIOp}a Consndermg the scale of violations
associated with general elections in 2005 and 2010, Amnesty International is deeply °
concerned that Ethiopia has rejected more than 20 key recommendations on freedom .
-of expression and assdciation relevant to the free participation in the elections and the
monitoring and reporting on these.. These include in part|cular recommendations to
amend the Anti-Terrorism Proclamatlon, which contlnues to be'used to silence critical

- voices and stifle dissent, and recommendations to remove severe restrictions on NGO

' fundlng in the Charities and Societies Proclamation.’ The mdependentjournallsts and
bloggers, arrested just days before Ethiopia’s review by the UPR Working Group in May
- 2014, have since been charged Wlth terrorism offences. Four opposition party members h
were arrested in July on terror accusations, and, in August the publishers of ﬁve
magazmes and one newspaper were reported to be facmg 5|m||ar charges

Mr Presudent

S

- Ethlopla accepted a recommendatmn to ‘take concrete stepsto énsure the 2015 natlonal eIectlons are more )
representative and participative than those in 2010, especially argund freedom of assembly and encouraglng debate
among political parties,’ AlHRC/27/14/Add 1, paragraph 14 (UK)

* AHRC/27/14, paragraphs 158,22 (United States), 158.32 (Czech Repubhc) 158. 13 (Swﬁzerland), 168.34 (Czech o
Republic), 158.35 (Slovenia}, 158.36 (Slovakia), 158.37 (France), 158.38 (Ireland), 158. 39 (Czech Republic), 158.40
{(United States), 158.41 (Austraha), 158.42 (Austria), 158.43 {Belgiumy), 158.44 (Netherlands), 158.45 (Norway), 158, 46
(Sweden), 158.47 (Germany), 158.48 (Czach Republic), 158 49 {Hungary), 158 50 (Australla), 158.51 (Austria), 158.52 -

- (Sweden) and 158 53 (Umted States) . _




Whrle Amnesty lnternatlonal welcomes Ethlopla 5 statement of zero tolerance for
torture and cruel, [nhuman or degrading treatment, and its commitmant to adopt

- preventative measures,’ we are concerned by its rejection of recommendatioris to

- investigate and prosecute all aIleged cases of torture and other ill-treatment and to
ratify the Optional Protocol to the. Convent|on agalnst Torture and Other Cruel,
‘Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punrshment 4 Wa éontinue to receive frequent
reports of thé use of torturé and other ill: treatment agamst percelved dissenters, .

_ polrtlcal opposition party supporters ‘and suspected supporters of armed |nsurgent

- groups, including in the Oromia region. We urge Ethiopia to dernonstrate its -

- commitment to strengthening cooperation with the Special Procedures by inviting the ©.
Special Rapporteur on Torture to visit the country 5 Unfettered access by rndependent -
‘monitors to all places of detent:on is essentral to reduce the risk of torture

Mr Presrdent

Ethropra S refusal to ratn‘y the Conventlon for the Protectlon of All Persons from
* Enforced Drsappearance is also deeply concerning in light of regular reports of :
individuals being held incommunicado in arbitrary detention without charge or trialand .
without their fam|l|es belng mtormed oFthelr detent|on often amountrng to enforcecl
: dlsappearances - L : et '

. 'Fmally, Mr Presrdent
Ethropla 5 UPR has hlghlrghted the scale of serious human rlghts cohcerns in the .
o country Amnesty International urges the Councul to ensure more sustarned attentlon to

the SitUathH in Ethlopra beyond this. revrew

N Thank you Mr Presrdent
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3 AfHRC/27/14, paragraph 14; A/HRC!z7/14/Add 1, paragraph 10 (Sparn) :

_lhid, paragraphs 168.2 (Tunisial, 158.3 (Uruguay), 158.7 (Denmark), 158 8 {Estonia) {Togo), 158 9 (Hungary), 158 13
{Paraguay), 158. 29 (Costa Rita) and 158 30 (Austrla),
5 |bid, paragraphs 155. 48 (Hungary) 165.46 (Chile}, 155.50 (Netherlands) 155 51 (Spain). and 157 g {United |<|ngclom)
6AfHRC!27,'14/Add 1, paragraphs 1(Madagascar) and 2 (Cape Vercle A/HRC}27{14, paragraphs 158.2 (Tumsla), 158 3 .
(Uruguay) and 158 11 {France).



