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Statement of the World Peace Council (W-PC') regarding the Universal
Per;odtcal Review of Human Rights in the Socralrst Republrc of Viet Nam

_ To the attention of the UN Hrgh Commssroner on Human Rzghts (OHCHR)

To whom it may concern

~ The WPC supports the just causes of the peoples and their right fo defrne and determrne thelr
fortunes since its foundation In 1949. Throughtout the history of the Vietnamese peop]e in the
20th century, we have  withessed' the consecutive colonlal and aggresive invasion and
~ ocoupation of Vietham by foreign imperialist forces and the struggle of the people of Viet Nam
for its [tberation and national sovereignty, based on the democratre wnshes of its peopte and
refiected in the constitutions of the SR Vletnam

" The defense of the Human nghts is a basic principle of the WPC part of rts character
and constitution. As an International Non-governmental Organrsatlon with Consultative status
~at the UN, accredited to the Human Rights Counetl in Geneva we want to stress on the
fe]lowrng facts and aspects . : '

“The 1992 Constrtutton (amended in 2001) ensures people s equal rights in aII polltrcal
_economic, social areas as well as befote the law; the right to freedom of religion and Belief;
the right to freedom of movement and residence within Viet Nam; the right to complain and
denounce; right to work, study and enjoy health care.. regardless of their sex, social status,
belief, religion.- The improvement of the legal system ‘on human rights, crvrl rights was
- harmoniously - and implemented - through  programs. on the establishment - of Iaws and
ordinances as well as pollcres toward the |mplementat|on of these legal documents

We exptrcrt[y waht to mention in this context the Amended Labour Code (2012)
Amended and supplemented. Law on Lawyers (2012), Amended Law on Publication {2012),
: - In 2013, the National Assembly held the first-ever confidence vote on the performance
. of top leaders of the State and Government, showrng the decisive vorce of the National
Aseemb]y in State management. _

_ The State of Viet Nam attaches |mpertance to the guarantee of the nght to State and
society management directly and indirectly through the selection of their representatives. Viet
- Nam's very high election turn out at the eiect[ons for the XHI Natlona[ Assembly in May 2011




' shows that the people are very well aware of thelr right and the role of the National Assembly
" in exerecising the right 1o state and society management of the people.

' The right to petition and complain of the people is respeoted and protected. The
handling of people’s pefitions and complaints has improved a great deal. The law also
provrdes for the compensahon of material and mental losses of petitioners. =

Viet Nam has improved and broadsned eduoatrona] and trarnrng programs in human
tights for employees working-at government agencies. Many seminars and workshops have
been organized with the participation of representatives from a wide range of ministries,
research and training centres, such as Human rights research institute (at the Ho Chi Minh
academy for politics and public admimstratron) Legal Department of the Hanoi National
University, stc. Classes on human rights issues are also conducted on a frequent basis.
These efforts have provided the employees working at government agencies with baslc
knowledge on human rights. Viet Nam has also enhanced education on human rlghts for
local officials to rmprove awareness, capability and effici enoy in handllng human rights issues
at local level.

- VietNam is a. multl -religion country with all the major relrgrons in the world (Buddhlsm
Cathalic, Protestant, Muslim...); The consistent policy of Viet Nam is to respect and facilitate

. the exercise of the right to freedom of relrglon and bellef by all the people, uphold the

solidarity and harmony -among religions, guarantee the equality and non-discrimination as

~well as protect activities of religious groups by law. The country has the second biggest

Catholic community in Southeast—Asra 95% of all the people have belief (including 22.3

‘million being followers of religiors, acoountmg for 1/5 of the. populat|on) there are 25

| 'thousand of Worshlpplng places.

The right to freedom of press and [nformatron of the Vretnamese people has been
reflected through the fast and diverse development of the mass media. By March 2013, there’

. are 812 print newspapers and 1,084 publi ications (compared 1o, 676 and 700 respectively in

2009); nearly 17,000 registered Journalrsts 01 national news agenoy, 67 radio and television
stations; 101 TV channels and 78 broadcasting ohannels, 74 electronic newspapers and -

- magazines; 336 social networks' and 1,174 regrstered e-portals (compared to 46 e-

newspapers and 287 e-portals in 2011). The Volce of Viet Nam (VOV) Radio Station

~ broadcasts throughout 99.5% of Viet Nam's. terntory and many other oountnes via satellite, -
.Today, the VOV reaches more than 90% of all households in Viet Nam In companson with

85% in 2008. o . 7
The demooratrc naturé and transparency ot the State s strengthened through the

B critiques from the press, media and feedbacks of all the people. Vit Nam’s press and media

have become a forum for exohangee regardmg the supervision of the State’s activities, thus

oontrrbutrng greatly to the fight agamst corruption and wrongdomgs in Viet Nam.

- Viet Nam ratified the ILO Gonventron 186 on Mantlme Employment on the 8th of May
2013 and this Convention will come into effect for Viet Nam on the 8th of May 2014. Viet Nam -

i taking the final legal steps to sign and ratify tha Convention Against Torture (CAT).

Viet Nam is party of almost all core international human rights treatles, mcludrng the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); the International Covenant on

- Economic, Social and Cultural Ftrghts (ICESCR) International Convention on the Elimination

of Ftadroal Discrimination (CERD) Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against
“Women (CEDAW). Viet Nam is the second country in the world and the first in Asra fo sign



