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‘Mr. President,
Excellencies,

| Drstmgurshed Delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen

- Cyprus; attrrbutes great srgnrfrcance to the UPR process, to whrch we are fully

'commrtted as it rs the only unlversal mechanrsm where all States are reviewed for .
their human rights reco_rd._Th_e s_econd cyc_le was a valuable _opp_o_rtunrty for us to

~ assess both the implementation of the recommendations of the first cycle as well
as:our'overall progress' in the field of hu'rn'an right's‘ We strongly believe that this

o process is a critical element in our efforts to. further |mprove our human rrghts_ -
srtuatlon ' | |

“In this' spirit the Government'o'f'Cyprus'has carefu.tly' considered. the 105" ]

recommendatrons received durrng its. second cycle of UPR. Thrs was done in

-consultatlon W|th the competent Authorltres natlonal rndependent monltorrng o

mechanlsms such as the Commrssroner for the Protectron of Children's R:ghts

_ the Ombudsman and’ other tndependent rnstrtutlons such: as the Commrssroner of

Humanrtanan Issues Out of - 105 recommendatlons we accepted 96. More g

‘_specrfrcally,‘ 87. recommendatlons _'ar_ supported Thrs 'mcludes 4

. recommendatrons that are accepted in prrncrple whrch are recommendatrons

- 114 21 114 23 114, 24 and 114 56) Addrtronat[y, one recommendatron'- |
'_ recommendatron 1147 rs clarrfred and 17 recommendatlons are noted. Thrs

mcludes three recommendatrons that are accepted in prlncrpte and rn specrflc
: recommendattons 114, 1 "114.9 and 114 100

. Cyprus is not able to accept recommendatrons whrch the Government is not able | '-
to commlt o tmplement at thrs stage For example we are not able to accept the

recommendatrons ooncernrng the rattflcatron of the Internatronal Conventlon on.

- 'the Protectlon of the nghts of Migrant Workers and therr Famrlres ‘This is due to

- the- fact that Cyprus is bound by the officlal EU posrtron on the matter to the'_



effect that, at present the European Union Member States are not in a posmon to

sign or ratify it, as its text raises ‘several difficulties’. However, Cyprus transposed '
‘into national law the relevant European Acquls fosterlng the rights of the m[grants .
and of therr famllres

IVir. Pre3|dent _ , _
- The Government is commltted to the prometron and |mplementatlon of the
_ tundamental human rrghts mstruments and will continue to strengthen its efforts to
- ensure that, polrcles and |egrslat|on towards the protectron and safeguardrng
human - rights wrll be in- I|ne with mternatlonal standards. Through the internal |
-_evaluatlon process we recognlzed that desplte the progress.so far achteved
addltronal and contlnuous effort is requnred to meet the constantly arrsmg new
challenges in the field of human nghts This is. reﬂected in the great number of
' recommendatlons Wthh we accept :

Let 3me 't_o'uch, upon part_icular areas of recommendations we accept-. o
' One of the marn prrorltles of the Government of Cyprus is safeguardlng the rrghts'

of mrgrants Thrs is evident through the series of measures it has taken and will |
- continue to take in order to balance the need for an effectrve |mm|grat|on system

47and safeguardlng the - rlghts of mlgrants Whlle at the same tlme it aims to

. promote a more CO- ordmated and” effective approach among the competentf

'_ -'author|t|es The rewsed Natlonal Actron Plan for mrgrants mtegratron covermg the

: _years 2014 2016 is berng prepared |n close consultatlon with the natronal-..

lndependent monrtorlng mechanrsms NGOs civil ‘society and Soc;al Partners o
" “The key elements of the re\nsed Natlonal Actlon Plan wrll mclude rnter alia, social
mclusron and protectron of vulnerable mdrvrduals ant|~d|scrtmrnat|on and antl-

- racrst pohcy actlons

_Regardrng asylum seekers Cyprus has taken measures to strengthen the
| capacrty to prov;de care and houslng to asylum seekers In partlcular with the

'7 frnancral ard of the European Refugee Fund Cyprus is expandlng the: Recephon _




and Accommodation Centre for Applicants of International Protection-in Kofinou,

This centre, will have the capacity to accommodate up to 400 people by the end of .

2014. At the same time, it has proceeded with maintenance activities and with the

replacement of equrpment in order to upgrade and improve the living condrtlons |

' Wlthln the centre

i

Cyprus has also increased its efforts to combat trafficking in human beings, For

example, the Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council _-:

on Preventmg and Combatrng Trafflcklng in Human Berngs and Protecting rts ,
Victims, was recently transposed |nto natlonal Iaw This was lmplemented with :
lLaw L60(l)/2014 which cameé into force on 15/4/2014, It is expected that'

prosecutron of perpetrators will be more effectrve and the nghts of child- vrctrms

will be further protected as the Law contalns specral provrs&ons to that effect
MT. Presldent-, :

' The fight agamst dlscrrmlnatlon xenophobra and stereotyprng is one of the maln

' prlorrtles of the Government at atl Ievels mcludlng, mter aI1a educatron_

healthcare sports and labour For rnstance the Natsonal Action Plan on

‘ Mrnrmlsmg the Consequences of the Economrc Crrsls |n Public Healthcare WhlGh R
“covers the perrod September 2013- September 2015 is a useful tool in |dent|fyrng '
the challenges caused by the’ current economlc constramts and ways to. address -
'them This - Natronal Actlon Plan Was the outcome of consultat|on among,

competent authontres and natronal mdependent monrtorlng mechanlsms

_Regardlng gender equal:ty in workplace the new Natlonal Act|on Plan on
‘ Equality between Women and Men 2014-2017 has now been completed It follows

close coilaboratron wrth all competent authorrtres nat|onal mdependent monrtonng
mechanlsms the Natronal Machrnery for Women s R|ghts women S organlzatlons
other NGOs, academlc rnstltuhons and human nghts bOdleS Combatmg all forms

of vrolence agamst women will be one of the six prrorlty areas of this Natronal

'Actron Plan “The Ombudsman |n her capacrty as Equallty Authonty, cooperates‘ 7

4



with the Cyprus Academy of Public Adm'inistrat'ion and the Mediterranean Institute
of Gender Studi.es to organ'ize an awareness raiSing campaign on zero tolerance
to violence against wo‘_m_en-and'g_irls" in Cyprus. This will be a national media
~campaign during the period of September 2014 until November 2015 and
additionally there will be special training to first line officers during March 2014-
November 2015). Furthermore a Code on Sexual Harassment |n Public Setvice

~ will be introduced durlng that perlod and a series of spemal tramlng seminars on

gender equatlty issues to. pub[:o officers will be launched (up until 2017). The
_Government’s commitment to- gender equallty is further demonstrated W|th the '
recent appomtment of a Commrsswner of Gender Equality, on.12/3/2014, an .

_independent rnstrtutlon whlch is entrusted with competence to promote gender B

' equahty and elimination of all forms of dlscnmrnauon agalnst women.

A‘ckno'wle'dgi'ng the nee’d'for. immediate' reformation of the opera'tion of the -

prisons, the Government lntroduced a far—reachmg reformatlon program “This l

was based on international human rlghts standards and norms, and proceeded |

- with drastlc corrective measures The reformatron program contalns short,

medlum and Iong-term measures, Pnsons are atready undergomg a conS|derabIe_
restructurmg of |ts leadershrp and management team. This is rn order to ensure_
. that prrson condltlons are ahgned W|th the basic prrncrptes for the treatment of :
mmates includmg respect of their human nghts and drgnlty

' _Mr Pre3|dent _ , _ .
-Addmg to the above some more reoent developments was the enactment of l.aw | :

L. 7(III)/2014 ratifying the Cooperatron Agreement between Cyprus and the'-_l_
- :. Internatlona[ Organlzatlon for Mrgra’uon of 13!6/2014 ‘This Law is. con3|dered as a

milestone, . in that it will serve as a useful and comprehensrve tool to address the, '

E multlfaceted |ssue of :rregular m;gratlon

_ _|V|r_.‘ .Presi_dent_, "







