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Amnesty lnternatronal welcomes the early release of several prlsoners of consclence in
April 2014 However, the continued detention of scores of other nien and women —

- ___mcludrng bloggers, pOlI'l'.ICal and religious activists, land and labour rights actrvrsts,

" f_human rights and socraIJustrce advocates— solely for peacefully exercrsmg the|r rightto .
‘freedom of expressron is: deeply dlsapporntlng : e '
, ;Some ofthose detalned are in very poor health in SOMé casés exacerbated by harsh
prison condrtrons and otherzl'll-treatrnent We Were particularly saddene_ :
“death of prisoner of consue ‘Dinh Dang Drnh in Apnl 20 ' ert
"_He had been dlagnosed lth_stornach carcer while in prisony but d|d not receive the
treatment he'neéded, desprte repeated appeals from his family,. friends and the "
tjdrplomatlc communlty We urge Viet Nam to 1mmed1ately and Uncondltlonally release :
all prisoners of conscience, mclud:ng those whose detention was deemed arbitrary by '
_' the Workrng Group on Arbitrary Detentron and as recommended durlng the UPR >

'Amnesty lnternatronal dlsagrees W|th Vret Nam s contentlon that restrictlons on the -
exercise of freedoms of e “expression and opinion,: and legal provisions on natronal
 security s and public order are in conformity with the International Covenant on, CIVll and
- Political nghts (lCCPR) and the Universal Declaratron of Human nghts Those -
|mpr150ned ‘after unfaiftrials and others in pre-trtal detention for peacefully exercrsmg
_tl’lEil’ rlght to freedom of expressron and oprmon have been charged undervaguely
' A!HRC/WG/S{:LS/L 14, paras 143 115 (Swrtzerland), 143 116 (New Zealand), 143 117 (Germany}, 143 118
(USA) .
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worded provisions in the national secunty section of the 1999 Penal Code, or under
Article 258. Amnesty International considers that these provisions are used to
criminalize peaceful dissenting views and activities and urges Viet Nam to revise or
repeal in particular Articles 79, 88 and 258 of the Penat Code to ensure that they comply
with its obligations under the ICCPR, and are not used arbitrarily to stifle peaceful
expressron ofvrews as. recommended by a number ofstates i

- Amnesty Internatlonal notes V:et Nam 5 stated mtention to reduce the number of
crimes punishable by the death penalty (currently 22) as part of its review of the Penal
" Code and other laws." With more than 700 people reportedly ondeath row, we urge
Viet Nam to introduce & moratonum on executions as a step towards abolition, in line .
Wlth the global trend, and as re_commend_ed by 1,8__ states during th|s revlew o

F:nally, Amnesty Enternatlonal welcomed the opportunlty to VISIt Vlet Nam in February
2014, and encourages further engagement by the Vletnamese authorities on ‘human -

rights concerns
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