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Introduction

1. Purpose of the follow-up programme

The second and subsequent cycles of the review should focus
on, inter alia, the implementation of the accepted
recommendations and the development of the human rights
situation in the State under review.

A/HRC/RES/16/21, 12 April 2011 (Annex | C § 6)

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process takes place every four and half years;
however, some recommendations can be implemented immediately. In order to
reduce this interval, we have created an update process to evaluate the human rights
situation two years after the examination at the UPR.

Broadly speaking, UPR Info seeks to ensure the respect of commitments made in the
UPR, but also, more specifically, to give stakeholders the opportunity to share their
opinion on the commitments. To this end, about two years after the review, UPR Info
invites States, NGOs, and National Institutions for Human Rights (NHRI) to share
their comments on the implementation (or lack thereof) of recommendations adopted
at the Human Rights Council (HRC) plenary session.

For this purpose, UPR Info publishes a Mid-term Implementation Assessment (MIA)
including responses from each stakeholder. The MIA is meant to show how all
stakeholders are disposed to follow through on, and implement their commitments.
States should implement the recommendations that they have accepted, and civil
society should monitor that implementation.

While the follow-up’s importance has been highlighted by the HRC, no precise
directives regarding the follow-up procedure have been set until now. Therefore,
UPR Info is willing to share good practices as soon as possible, and to strengthen
the collaboration pattern between States and stakeholders. Unless the UPR’s follow-
up is seriously considered, the UPR mechanism as a whole could be adversely
affected.

The methodology used by UPR Info to collect data and to calculate index is
described at the end of this document.

Geneva, 3 July 2012
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Follow-up Outcomes

1. Sources and results

All data are available at the following address:

http://followup.upr-info.org/index/country/ethiopia

We invite the reader to consult that webpage since all recommendations, all
stakeholders reports, as well as the unedited comments can be found at the same
internet address.

20 stakeholders’ reports were submitted for the UPR. 15 NGOs were contacted. The
Permanent Mission to the UN was contacted. The domestic NHRI was contacted as
well.

10 NGOs/coalitions responded to our enquiry. The State under Review did not
respond to our enquiry. The domestic NHRI responded to our enquiry.

IRI: 84 recommendations are not implemented, 16 recommendations are partially
implemented, and 5 recommendations are fully implemented. No answer was
received for 55 out of 160 recommendations (full list of unanswered
recommendations is available at the end of this document).

2. Index

Hereby the issues which the MIA deals with:

rec.

e Issue page IRI
1 Technical assistance, Right to water, Right to land, Right to food, page 18 not impl.
2 Right to education page 19 not impl.
3 Right to food page 38 not impl.
4 Treaty bodies page 26 not impl.
5 Rights of the Child page 38 not impl.
6 ESC rights - general page 20 not impl.
7 International instruments, Enforced disappearances, page 27 not impl.
8 Justice, International instruments, page 31 not impl.
9 Women's rights, Torture and other CID treatment, Rights of the Child, = page 39 not impl.
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Issue

Women's rights, Trafficking, Rights of the Child,

Special procedures, Freedom of opinion and expression,
Freedom of opinion and expression, Detention conditions,
Women's rights, Rights of the Child,

Women's rights, Rights of the Child, Civil society,

Rights of the Child, International instruments,

Women's rights, International instruments,

Rights of the Child, International instruments,

UPR process, Technical assistance, Civil society,
Human rights violations by state agents

Freedom of religion and belief

Right to food

Right to land, Right to health, Right to food, Civil society,
Special procedures

Minorities

Civil society

Freedom of opinion and expression, Freedom of association and
peaceful assembly, Civil society,

Rights of the Child, International instruments,

International instruments, CP rights - general,

International instruments, Death penalty,

Women's rights, International instruments,

Rights of the Child, International instruments,

Women's rights, Torture and other CID treatment, Rights of the Child,
Elections

NHRI, National plan of action, Detention conditions,

Justice, International instruments,

Special procedures

Freedom of association and peaceful assembly, Elections, Detention
conditions,

Internally displaced persons

Women's rights, Human rights education and training,
Technical assistance, Right to health,

Right to education

Torture and other CID treatment, International instruments,

Human rights violations by state agents, Human rights education and
training,

International instruments, Disabilities,

Migrants, International instruments,

Human rights education and training

Women's rights, Torture and other CID treatment, Rights of the Child,

Human rights education and training

Human rights violations by state agents, Human rights education and
training,

page
page 39
page 27
page 7
page 39
page 40
page 28
page 28
page 28
page 29
page 33
page 10
page 20
page 22
page 29
page 25
page 10

page 11

page 28
page 30
page 31
page 28
page 28
page 40
page 13
page 42
page 31
page 29

page 13
page 43
page 40
page 23
page 24
page 31
page 33

page 32
page 32
page 24
page 41
page 25

page 34

)

IRI

not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
fully impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.

not impl.

partially impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.

partially impl.
not impl.

partially impl.
not impl.
not impl.

partially impl.

not impl.
partially impl.
partially impl.
not impl.
not impl.
not impl.
fully impl.
not impl.
fully impl.
partially impl.
fully impl.

not impl.
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e Issue page IRI
67 Human rights defenders page 34 not impl.
69 Rights of the Child, International instruments, page 29 not impl.
72 Freedom of the press, Freedom of opinion and expression, Elections, page 14 not impl.
73 Freedom of the press page 14 not impl.
77 NHRI page 45 partially impl.
81 NHRI page 45  partially impl.
82 Special procedures page 29 not impl.
83 International instruments, Freedom of association and peaceful page 15 not impl.
assembly,
84 Special procedures page 30 not impl.
85 Human rights defenders page 34 not impl.
86 Women's rights, Rights of the Child, page 41  partially impl.
89 Special procedures page 30 not impl.
90 Right to education page 25 not impl.
92 Torture and other CID treatment, Death penalty, page 34 not impl.
95 Counter-terrorism page 35 not impl.
96 Freedom of association and peaceful assembly, Civil society, page 12 not impl.
97 Special procedures page 30 not impl.
98 Freedom of opinion and expression, Detention conditions, page 15 not impl.
99 Civil society page 16 not impl.
104 Civil society page 17 not impl.
105 Special procedures page 30 not impl.
106 Civil society page 17 not impl.
107 UPR process page 47  partially impl.
108 Freedom of the press, Freedom of opinion and expression, page 17  partially impl.
109 Human rights defenders page 35 not impl.
114 Special procedures, Freedom of opinion and expression, page 30 not impl.
120 Death penalty page 35 partially impl.
121 Women's rights page 41  partially impl.
122 Justice, International instruments, page 31 not impl.
123 International instruments, Death penalty, page 31 not impl.
125 Special procedures page 30 not impl.
126 Internally displaced persons, Asylum-seekers - refugees, page 47 not impl.
Torture and other CID treatment, Special procedures, Freedom of
130 opinion and expression, Extrajudicial executions, Detention page 30 not impl.
conditions,
131 International instruments, Disabilities, page 32  partially impl.
132 International instruments, Enforced disappearances, page 27 not impl.
133 Rights of the Child, International instruments, page 28 partially impl.
134 International instruments, CP rights - general, page 31 not impl.
135 Torture and other CID treatment, International instruments, page 32 not impl.
136 Women's rights, International instruments, page 28 not impl.
137 Rights of the Child, International instruments, page 29 not impl.
138 International instruments, ESC rights - general, page 32 not impl.
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e Issue page IRI
139 International instruments, Death penalty, page 31 not impl.
142 Freedom of association and peaceful assembly, Civil society, page 17 not impl.
143 Count_er-_terrorism, Freedom of opinion and expression, Freedom of page 36 not impl.

association and peaceful assembly,
144 Justice page 37 not impl.
147 Justice, International instruments, page 31 not impl.
148 Rights of the Child, International instruments, page 28 not impl.
149 Rights of the Child, International instruments, page 29 not impl.
150 International instruments, Death penalty, page 31 not impl.
151 Civil society page 17 not impl.
152 NHRI page 47 fully impl.
153 Torture and other CID treatment, International instruments, page 32 not impl.
154 Elections page 18 not impl.
155 Justice page 37 not impl.
156 International humanitarian law page 37 not impl.
159 Civil society page 17 not impl.
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3. Feedbacks on recommendations

CP Rights

Recommendation n°12: Take steps to ensure civil and political rights are upheld,
including freedom of expression and freedom from arbitrary arrest and detention
(Recommended by Australia)

IRI: not implemented
Oromia Support Group (OSG) response:
Widespread arrests in 2011 include those of opposition politicians who spoke to
Amnesty International delegation in August.

‘Oromia Support Group in Australia’, with 'Gambella Community of Victoria', ‘Ogaden
Community of Australia' and 'Humanitarian Crisis Hub' (OSGA) response:

Massive and systematic violations of civil and political rights of Ogaden, Oromo and
Gambella people are amply documented.

Eg 1 In late 2011, 42 Oromo children and civilians, from West Shawa Zone, Ginchi
District, and students from the University of Adama, were illegally detained by the
Ethiopian armed forces.

Eg 2: Seven Oromo students detained on Dec. 29th 2011 from University of Adama.
Eg 3: Three Oromo students illegally detained on Dec 25, 2011 from University of
Wollega.

Eg 4: Seven Oromo farmers detained on Dec 22, 2011 from Limu Gidda district, East
Wollega Zone.

Eg 5: 27 Oromo students arbitrarily arrested on Dec 8, 2011 from Gimbi town,
Western Wollega Zone.

Eg 6. April 25, 2012 - ENDF massacred an Anuak family-husband his wife and four
children in Gog.

Eg 7: ENDF detained and imprisoned 40 children at a soccer field in Abobo in 2012.
Eg 8. March 12, 2012 - Following an attack on a public bus by unknown gunmen
ENDF forces went to the village of Okuna, in Abobo County, and beat villagers,
torturing them to confess to crimes they had no knowledge of. Dozens of men were
taken away to an unknown location and their whereabouts remain unknown.

Eg 9. April 29, 2012 - ENDF killed 10 people in Pokedi village, Gambella Region. The
victims included police officers, a teacher, a school nurse, and student. The village
was set ablaze.

Eg 10: April 27, 2012 - ENDF massacred 7 villagers in Jur County, Gambella.

Eg 11: 68 people from the Gambella region have been Kkilled, disappeared, or
imprisoned from Jan-May 2012.

Eg 12. In western region of Oromia, freedom of movement severely restricted:
households are grouped into clusters, and all members must report daily to group
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leaders and ensure they have permission to move out of these clusters, including to
go to work, market etc All visitors to cluster must also be reported.

Ethiopian Women's Human Rights Alliance (EWHRA) response:

Although Judge Birtukan Mideksa was released in 2010, the Ethiopian government
continues to engage in arbitrary arrest and detention of those perceived as political
dissidents. We are aware of no credible steps to ameliorate these conditions.

Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) response:

Freedom of expression continues to be severely curtailed in Ethiopia, and arbitrary
arrest and detention continue to be common occurrences for political opponents and
critics of the Ethiopian government.

At the time of this writing [May 2012], Ethiopia was the second-leading jailer of
journalists in Africa. In its most recent update on Ethiopia, Reporters without Borders
(RSF) describes the Ethiopian government’s harsh treatment of political opponents
and independent journalists alike, noting that the government “makes its political
opponents and privately owned media pay for their opinions.” Application of the
country’s sweeping new anti-terrorism legislation, which came into effect in July
2009, has been “aggressively extended” (Committee to Protect Journalists) to harass
and imprison journalists whose coverage embarrasses the government. RSF noted
that 2011 saw a sharp increase in the use of security arguments as grounds for
silencing dissident voices, citing the arrests of four journalists in the span of two
months, all of whom were charged with and subsequently convicted of “terrorist
activities” and given prison sentences ranging from 11 to 14 years: Fitih columnist
Reyot Alemu and Awramba Times reporter and deputy editor Woubeshet Taye were
arrested in June, followed by Swedish journalists Martin Schibbye and Johan
Persson in the Ogaden region in July [2011]. In September 2011, journalist Eskinder
Nega ( posted an online column criticizing the Ethiopian government for its arrest of
dissidents, the use of torture in the country’s prisons, and widespread denials of
freedom of expression. He was arrested shortly thereafter and charged with violating
the 2009 Anti-Terrorism Proclamation. Nega has been detained at least seven times
by the government of Ethiopia; following his coverage of the 2005 elections, he was
imprisoned for 17 months and stripped of his license to work as a journalist in
Ethiopia. In May 2012, Nega was honored in with Pen America’s annual “Freedom to
Write” prize. His verdict was expected in mid-May 2012, but has been postponed
until mid-June; if convicted, he could be sentenced to death. Following its July 2011
review of Ethiopia’s compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), the UN Human Rights Committee was very critical of the country’s
anti-terrorism legislation, expressing concern regarding the “unclear definition of
certain offences in Proclamation 652/2009” and the broad scope of some of its
provisions, “including the criminalization of encouragement of and inducement to
terrorism through publication, which can lead to abuse against the media (arts. 2, 15
and 19).” The Committee urged Ethiopia to ensure that its legislation is “limited to
crimes that deserve to attract the grave consequences associated with terrorism, and
revise its legislation that imposes undue restrictions on the exercise of rights under
the Covenant.”
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The lack of press freedom in Ethiopia has wide-ranging effects, not all of them
political. For example, in 2012 the Committee to Protect Journalists appealed to the
White House to acknowledge the important role of independent media in facilitating
response to famine, singling out the Ethiopian government’s actions in deliberately
downplaying food crises, denying journalists access to sensitive areas, and
censoring independent coverage; these actions undermine the ability of donor
nations and aid agencies to respond effectively to emerging food crises.

In April 2012, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPF) reported that Barhanena
Selam (Light and Peace) Printing Company, Ethiopia's main, state-owned printing
company, had issued a directive requiring newspaper publishers to censor any
content that it believes may breach the country's anti-terrorism law, noting that
publishers who fail to do so will face cancellation of their printing contracts. All
newspaper publishers have been directed to agree to the new terms before any
further publications can be printed.

Internet freedom in Ethiopia is severely curtailed. The Open Net Initiative (ONI) notes
that filtering related to political content as well as so-called security or conflict-related
content is subject to substantial filtering. Furthermore, ONI notes that at 0.5%,
Ethiopia’s internet penetration is the second-lowest in sub-Saharan Africa. The
government’s refusal to allow privatization of the telecommunications market is a
major factor preventing wider internet access; the state-owned Ethiopian
Telecommunications Corporation remains the sole provider of internet access,
allowing the government tight control over content. OSI notes that internet cafes are
the main source of internet access. Ethiopians report that their internet activities are
closely monitored in internet cafes, where since 2006 owners have been required to
log the names and addresses of individual customers — these lists are to be turned
over to the police. The consequences for noncompliance by café owners range from
shutdown to prison time. Recent incidents of internet censorship include the April
2012 blocking within Ethiopia of the Amharic website of leading independent weekly
“The Reporter.”

Members of the political opposition face frequent arbitrary arrest and detention in
Ethiopia. Following its 2011 review of Ethiopia’s compliance with the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the UN Human Rights Committee
expressed serious concerns regarding the continued imposition of the death penalty
by courts “for crimes which appear to have a political dimension, as well as following
in-abstentia trials without adequate legal safeguards (arts. 6 and 14).” Mere days
after meeting with a visiting Amnesty International team in August 2011, two political
opposition members were arrested. Bekele Gerba, deputy Chairman of the Oromo
Federalist Democratic Movement (OFDM) and Olbana Lelisa of the Oromo People’s
Congress party (OPC) were both arrested on 27 August, 2011 and accused of terror-
related offenses. An Amnesty International representative noted that the arrests “are
indicative of the constant harassment of opposition politicians, and severe stifling of
freedom of expression in the country”. On the same day as the arrests, the Amnesty
International delegation was called into a meeting with the government and ordered
to leave the country. In April 2012 Human Rights Watch representative Laetitia
Barder was quoted by the Christian Science Monitor stating the organization’s belief
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that hundreds of individuals were detained in Ethiopia last year, and that the practice
of arbitrary detention appears to be widespread. In May 2012, the African
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights approved a resolution expressing alarm
at Ethiopia's prosecution of journalists and political opposition members, and calling
on Ethiopia to remove the anti-terrorism law's restrictions on freedom of expression.
The implementation of the 2009 CSO Proclamation has also had a negative effect on
the freedom of expression in Ethiopia. See UNPO response to Recommendation no.
38 for more details.

Recommendation n°24: Continue its efforts in the direction of providing for freedom of
thought, conscience and religion as well as an environment of religious tolerance
existing in Ethiopia (Recommended by Azerbaijan)

IRI: not implemented
EWHRA response:
The Ethiopian government continues to advocate that Ethiopia is an Orthodox
Christian nation despite the fact that 40% of the population are adherents of the
Muslim faith. In fact, in a move counter to its obligations to foster an environment of
religious tolerance, the government arrested a newspaper editor for writing an article
challenging the notion espoused by the government that Ethiopia is an Orthodox
Christian nation.

Recommendation n°36: Further engage constructively with civil society in its human
rights activities in the country (Recommended by Brazil)

IRI: not implemented
Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) response:
The Commission has been collaborating with civil society organisations working in
the area of providing free legal aid service, human rights promotion, human rights
research and publication. It mostly undertakes these activities by signing a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the organisations. The Commission has
signed an agreement with five CSOs namely; the Ethiopian Women Lawyers
Association (EWLA); Addis Ababa Women Association (AAWA); Ethiopian Lawyers
Associations (ELA); Ethiopian Christians Lawyers Associations (ECLA), Tigray
Disabled Veterans Association (TDVA) to support them implement their respective
human rights projects. A number of activities related to human rights awareness
creation and provision of legal aid services to vulnerable groups and the needy have
been carried out. The projects contribute towards human rights promotion and
protection in Ethiopia. Besides, these projects strengthen the Commission’s strategy
of partnership and cooperation in the promotion and protection of human rights in the
country. In monetary terms, the Commission in the year 2011 only, made a grant of
more than 2,700,000.00 birr to support the endeavours of civil society organization.
The Commission similarly provided a financial support of more than 1,200,000 birr for
legal aid projects undertaken by both universities and civil society organisations.

Among the fruitful examples of such partnership the collaboration with the Ethiopian
Teachers Association (ETA) in the promotion of human rights clubs in schools which
resulted in the establishment of 100 functional human rights clubs in different schools
in several regions of the country can be cited. The EHRC further collaborated with
higher education and research institutions in their human rights related tasks and
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signed MoU with more than 15 university law schools for the provision of free legal
aid service. In addition to universities it collaborates with the Ethiopian Justice and
Legal Research Institute and the Center for Human Rights Addis Ababa University in
human rights research and publication. A consultative workshop organized by EHRC
in September 2010 set up a committee of 6 members with the mandate of coming up
with a strategy by which the Commission could effectively engage and collaborate
with civil society organisation.

EWHRA response:

With the passage of the Charities and Societies Proclamation in 2009, civil society
activities have been severely curtailed. Many human rights organizations have limited
their mandates to comply with the law. Credible evidence exists that many activists,
human rights defenders, and lawyers among others have fled the country for fear of
persecution. In addition, the Ethiopian government has actively worked to dilute the
work of many civil society organizations by establishing counter organizations which
serve as the arm of the state. For instance, the newly formed, Ethiopian Human
Rights Commission--which has been noted by many NGOs as a government-
affiliated entity and lacks independence--was established to counter and obfuscate
the work of the Ethiopian Human Rights Council (renamed Human Rights Council)--
the oldest and most respected human rights organization in Ethiopia. The
government must repeal the Charities and Societies Proclamation of 2009 in order
for civil society organizations to fully engage in human rights work.

OSG response:

Ethiopian Human Rights Council accounts remain frozen and the Charities and
Societies proclamation which has neutralised human rights reportage remains in
force.

The Advocates for Human Rights (TAHR) response:

The Ethiopian Government has attempted to stifle dissent by targeting civil society
organizations that are perceived not to support the ruling party. In many situations,
Oromos are assumed to support the Oromo Liberation Front unless they actively
express support for the ruling party. Both individual Oromos and Oromo non-
governmental organizations are subjected to this pretextual targeting. For example,
Government shut down the Mecha Tulema Self-Help Association, an organization
formed to promote Oromo culture, based on assertions that the organization was
affiliated with the OLF. The Human Rights League, another Oromo human rights
organization, faced similar treatment. One Oromo woman who runs a non-
governmental organization reported to The Advocates that she has been subject to
constant covert government monitoring and interference.

Recommendation n°38: Amend the provisions of the 2009 Charities and Societies
Proclamation inconsistent with international human rights standards, including with
respect to freedom of expression, association and assembly (Recommended by
Canada)

IRI: not implemented
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Recommendation n°96: Amend the Proclamation for the Registration and Regulation
of Charities and Societies so as to bring it into conformity with international human
rights standards (Recommended by Netherlands)

IRI: not implemented
OSG response:
See response to recommendation n°36

EWHRA response:

The devastating and crippling effects of the Charities and Societies Proclamation
continue to be evident in the lack of independent human rights organizations on the
ground in Ethiopia. With the passage of the Charities and Societies Proclamation in
2009, civil society activities have been severely curtailed. Many human rights
organizations have limited their mandates to comply with the law. Credible evidence
exists that many activists, human rights defenders, and lawyers among others have
fled the country for fear of persecution. In addition, the Ethiopian government has
actively worked to dilute the work of many civil society organizations by establishing
counter organizations which serve as the arm of the state. For instance, the newly
formed, Ethiopian Human Rights Commission--which has been noted by many NGOs
is a government-affiliated entity and lacks independence--was established to counter
and obfuscate the work of the Ethiopian Human Rights Council (renamed Human
Rights Council)--the oldest and most respected human rights organization in
Ethiopia.The government must repeal the Charities and Societies Proclamation of
2009 in order for civil society organizations to fully engage in human rights work..

TAHR response:

The Charities and Societies Proclamation of 2009 (No.621/2009) has discouraged
international contacts and cooperation in cultural fields. Moreover, Amnesty
International has documented the negative effects of the Proclamation on many
human rights organizations, including Ethiopia’s leading human rights organizations.
The law has impeded civil society submissions to the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and other U.N. Treaty Bodies. And by erecting barriers to
cooperation between Ethiopians in Ethiopia and those in the diaspora, the
Proclamation interferes with the development of international cultural contacts and
co-operation

UNPO response:

None of the revisions recommended by states during Ethiopia’s first Universal
Periodic Review have been made. Ethiopia has also failed to act on the
recommendations of various UN treaty bodies that have strongly criticized the law in
their 2009-2012 reviews of Ethiopia, including the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (2009), the Committee Against Torture (2010), the Human
Rights Committee (2011), the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women, and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (2012).

As feared, the implementation of the Charities and Societies Proclamation (No.
621/2009) has had a devastating impact on human rights work in Ethiopia. As noted
in a recent [March 2012] report by Amnesty International, the number of human rights
organization has markedly decreased since the passage of the CSO law, and those
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organizations which have ‘survived’ have significantly scaled down or altered the
focus of their activities due to the funding restrictions; development organizations
have even abandoned the ‘rights-based approach’ to development as a result of the
law. Al emphasizes the “climate of fear” in Ethiopia, which has pervaded human
rights work in Ethiopia in the past, and has only been further entrenched or even
institutionalized since the implementation of the CSO law. Amnesty’s report
describes in great detail the widespread and devastating impact of the law’'s
implementation, including the inability of any major national organization to be
involved in election monitoring, the wide-reaching powers claimed by the newly-
created Charities and Societies Agency (CSA), the harassment of human rights
activists, and the overall de-legitimization of human rights work in Ethiopia.

On 11 July, 2011, Human Rights House Foundation informed the UN Human Rights
Committee that all of its local partners had ceased to exist following the law’'s
implementation. In July 2011 the Ethiopian Human Rights Council (HRCO), the only
organization in the country doing extensive investigation and reporting on human
rights issues, reported that the CSO law had already significantly reduced its ability to
carry out its mandate, noting that Ethiopia’s once vibrant human rights community
was “on the verge of extinction.” Amnesty International reports that as of March 2012
the HRCO had been forced to close nine of their twelve branch offices, and have cut
85% of their staff. Its annual budget has shrunk by almost 93%, from US $351,000 in
2008 to US $26,300 in 2011. The Ethiopian Women’s Lawyers Association (EWLA),
the only major rights organization focusing exclusively on advocacy for women’s
rights at the national level in Ethiopia, has essentially ceased to function.

Recommendation n°45: Ensure that appropriate mechanisms for addressing
grievances are put in place well ahead of the upcoming elections (Recommended by
Canada)

IRI: not implemented
EWHRA response:
The Ethiopian government severely curtailed political rights, freedom of expression
and association in the run up to the 2010 national elections. Through intimidation,
harassment and coercion, the government swept the elections. We are not aware of
any credible efforts to address the violations of civil and political rights which
occurred in the lead up to the elections.

Recommendation n°49: Release imprisoned opposition party members and allow
their full participation in the 2010 elections (Recommended by Canada)

IRI: partially implemented
OSG response:
Arrests have continued

OSGA response:

Some, but not all, opposition political party members were released before the 2010
elections. For instance, Bekele Gerba from Oromo Federal Democratic Movement
was released however Olbana Lelisa from Oromo People's Congress, remains in
custody.
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UNPO response:

Ethiopia’s 2010 Parliamentary elections were neither free nor fair. An EU observer
mission concluded that the elections had fallen short of international commitments,
singling out the lack of transparency and the lack of a level playing field for all parties
as the main issues. In a March 2010 report titled “One Hundred Ways of Putting
Pressure,” Human Rights Watch detailed the myriad of ways in which the ruling party
in Ethiopia has systematically harassed and punished opposition supporters. The
report describes the harassment, arrest, and arbitrary detention of opposition
supporters in the runup to the 2010 elections, highlighting in particular the case of
Birtukan Midekssa. Midekssa, who was sentenced to prison following her party’s
success in the 2005 elections but subsequently pardoned, led the Unity for
Democracy and Justice Party (UDJ) up until her re-arrest and sentencing to life in
prison in December 2008 for alleged violations of her pardon agreement. Following
an international outcry, Midekssa was eventually released in October 2010, months
after the close of Parliamentary elections.

Recommendation n°72: Guarantee genuine freedom of expression to all political
leaders and the media, in light of the next elections (Recommended by France)
IRI: not implemented

OSGA response:

Very few opposition political leaders and media in Oromia, Ogaden and Gambella
regions are able to exercise freedom of expression, with high levels of imprisonment,
harassment or exile.

UNPO response:
See response to recommendation n° 12.

Reporters sans frontieres - Reporters without Borders (RSF) response:

Les mois précédant les élections de mai 2010 ont été marqués par un climat de peur
dans la société éthiopienne. L'opposition et les médias ont craint une répression a
I'instar de ce qui s’était passé avant les élections de 2005. Ainsi un climat de peur
s’est abattu sur la presse indépendante, victime de campagnes de dénigrements et
de poursuites en justice par le gouvernement. Craignant des arrestations, un
hebdomadaire a été contraint de cesser de paraitre en décembre 2009. Le
gouvernement éthiopien a en effet affiché sa volonté de poursuivre en justice
certains meédias critiques sur la base de la loi antiterroriste adoptée en juillet 2009.

Recommendation n°73: Adopt all necessary measures to provide for free and
independent media which reflect a plurality of opinions, including those of minority
groups and political opposition parties (Recommended by Germany)

IRI: not implemented
OSGA response:
The following journalists have been arrested: Woubshet Taye of Awramba Times, on
June 19, 2011; Reeyot Alemu of Feteh Media on June 21, 2001; and journaist
Eskinder Nega on Sept 14, 2011 (reported in Human Rights Watch World Report
2012 Ethiopia).
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UNPO response:
See response to recommendation n° 12.

RSF response:

Il faut souligner qu'il existe réellement un espace pour la liberté d’expression en
Ethiopie. Les médias privés sont actifs et se montrent volontiers critiques a I'égard
des politigues gouvernementales voire méme provocateurs. Cependant le climat
entre le pouvoir et la presse privée s’est dégradé depuis 2005. Le travail des médias
privés est rendu difficile par les nombreuses entraves imposées par le gouvernement
et s’effectue dans un climat de peur, les autorités affirmant leur volonté de controler
'information. Le gouvernement a régulierement recours aux poursuites en justice
pour dissuader les critiques. Il s’appuie sur un arsenal l|égislatif liberticide. Des
journalistes sont poursuivies pour « diffamation », « diffusion de fausses nouvelles »,
« incitation aux manifestations de rue ». Cette volonté d'étouffer les médias
contestataires a été renforcée par I'adoption de la loi antiterroriste en juillet 2009. Le
texte est utilisé pour réprimer les médias qui enquétent sur les groupes d’opposition
et les groupes seécessionnistes qualifies de « terroristes ». L'opposition et les
minorités sont des questions sensibles qui peuvent valoir aux journalistes des peines
de prison pour « activités terroristes », « soutien a une organisation terroriste ». Ainsi
deux journalistes suédois, qui enquétaient sur les droits de 'homme en Ogaden, ont
ete arrétés en juillet 2011. lls ont écopé d'une peine de 11 ans de prison pour
« entrée illégale sur le territoire éthiopien » et « soutien au terrorisme ». Les
journalistes s’exposent a également a des campagnes de dénigrement et
d’accusation menées par les médias publics. Dans ce climat délétére, I'autocensure
est généralisée. Certains journalistes sont mémes contraints a l'exil.

Recommendation n°83: Ensure that the freedom of association is guaranteed in
accordance with the provisions of article 22 of International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights ICCPR (Recommended by Ireland)

IRI: not implemented
EWHRA response:
The Ethiopian government continues to violate freedom of association in
contravention of its obligations under the ICCPR. Specifically credible reports exist of
coercion on the part of the government, including conditioning aid and even food on
an individual's political association. The government harasses individuals who are in
support of the opposition parties and limits their access to resources, including jobs,
promotions and in the rural areas access to critical materials needed for agriculture.

Recommendation n°938: Ensure that no one is detained for political reasons
(Recommended by Netherlands)

IRI: not implemented
OSGA response:
Eg 1.In March 2010, 15 Oromo civilians were detained and tried for political reasons.
Sentences ranged from 10 -13 years (13 people), life sentence (one person) and
death penalty (one person). Most had been detained for several years before
appearing in court.
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Eg 2: Ogaden leader Sultan Fowsi Ali Abdi, was imprisoned and sentenced to 17
years after his role as mediator between Government and ONLF after ONLF
detained Chinese oil workers in Obolle.

EWHRA response:

Opposition members and leaders, journalists, and others who express political
opinions not in line with the Ethiopian government or who organize political activities
countering the state are routinely detained. Because the government's refusal to
allow visits by Special Rapporteurs and other independent agencies, it is difficult to
determine the number of individuals detained.

Recommendation n°99: Guarantee that all national and international NGOs operating
in Ethiopia can do so freely and without fear of harassment, intimidation or arbitrary
arrest (Recommended by Netherlands)

IRI: not implemented
EWHRA response:
Many civil society advocates and human rights defenders have fled the country
because of the harassment, intimidation, violence and/or arbitrary arrest that they are
subject to as a result of their legitimate and protected activities. We are aware of no
legitimate measures undertaken by the Ethiopian government to guarantee that
NGOs can operate without fear of harassment, intimidation or arbitrary arrest.

UNPO response:

National and international NGOs face tight restrictions on their operations within
Ethiopia. The country’s 2009 Proclamation on the registration of charities and
societies (CSO) precludes “non-Ethiopian” NGOs (defined as those receiving more
than 10 percent of their funding from foreign sources) from engaging in a wide range
of activities, including those that promote human rights and democ