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LAND AND RESOURCES

The Treaty of Waitangi guaranteed the Maori “full exclusive and undisturbed possession
of their Lands and Estates, Forests, Fisheries, and other properties which they may collectively
or individually possess.”'? and made assurances that the Crown would recognize the Méori’s
resources, cultural heritage, and traditional chieftainship authorityt{3 Nonetheless, the
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study on Méori and the media found that television programs denigratg or use insulting
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Zealand (a treasure or taonga of the Maéori people protected under the Waitangi Tribunal). This

sovereignty over matauranga Maori (Maor1 traditional knowledge) regarding the flora and
fauna, and related arts, carvings, and health and medicine.”®
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Of course, as individuals, the Miori are protected in their personal rights by the laws and
the government. However, where their protection is lacking is in their collective rights
and representation.
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. The Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Articles 10, 11, 26, 27, 28) and the
International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (Article 1) both guarantee the right
of indigenous peoples to control their land, resources, and the wealth derived from them.
Although New Zealand has not signed International Labor Organization Convention 169
concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, New Zealand is one of the founding members
of the ILO and is therefore bound by the main principles of the ILO which include the
elimination of discrimination
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was appropriated by the government, and the Maori continue their struggle today
to regain their lands.
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of those in power, and the settlement of claims tends to take an extremely long time.
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of the coast, both of which are integral to the cultural, social, and economic livelihood of
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According to the Special Rapporteur on Indigenous Rights, this backlash has only fueled
racial discrimination against Miori tribes.
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potentially successful approaches of rectifying the current inequalities between Méaori and
non-Méori employment opportunities.
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Rather than promote the use of Miori in business or government, the government
promoted its use in television programming: a sign of the government’s condescending

attitude towards the merit of Médori people and language.
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The promotion of Miori works of art is of great economic importance to a country where
tourism is a mainstay of the economy. Currently, the Méori people are using this
economic pull to their advantage.
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CONCLUSIONS

Despite a few concessionary efforts to include the Méori in the political arena of
New Zealand, the government has offered only transparent and ultimately inefficacious
measures to present a facade of good faith to the international community, which has
been repeatedly belied by the many obstacles it has placed in the way of a full realization
of indigenous rights. Even the most concrete gains, such as the increasing number of
Maori seats in the government system, force the Méori to forsake their own traditions,
customs, and practices of self-governance in favor of assimilation into the mainstream
culture and polity. Additionally, while claiming to support the rights of the Méori people
through a wealth of government commissions, publications, and statistical analyses
devoted to the issue, the government’s discriminatory seizure of land—most notably of
late through the Foreshore and Seabed Act—is an outright affront to the ability of the
Miori to survive (let alone thrive) within New Zealand, threatening their existence
economically, socially, and culturally. Like the government’s obstruction of the
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, New Zealand has systematically used
the labyrinthine court system to delay or prevent the redress of Méori lands, even in cases

pending from the country’s colonial past. The Treaty of Waitangi, one of the only



statutory bases for Miori land rights, is not treated by the government as a legal
document, and the government has forced the Méori to cede all legal and political power
to their white counterparts, who have little to no knowledge or interest in their internal
structures. In essence, all of these outlets have corroborated to strip the Maori of any
potential power within their rightful legal channels for compensation, undermining not
only their collective rights but their individual rights as citizens of New Zealand.
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