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Internatlonal PEN, the world assomatlon of writers representmg members in 102 countnes, Giih i

CTwnr s oond o lsaing welcome the comments made by the State of Viet Nam in its Natlonal :
Report to the Human Rights Council that recognise the importance of media diversity. Our organisation:
see free media as an essential part of a democratic and open state, and express the hope that the comments

in the report will prove to be a sign of the Vietnamese government’s openness to giving greater access to
information to its people.

International PEN - * * also note that the Viet Nam authorities have made among its special priorities

ensuring “freedom of expression, press and information”, as well as facilitating respect for religions and
beliefs.

However, our organisation: take this opponumty to highlight that there remain a significant number of
writers, journalists and dissidents held in detention, or under house arrest, for having expressed their
opinions or dissent publicly, publishing underground or on the Internet, in violation of Article 19 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Viet Nam is a state party.

According to International PEN’s present records, there are eleven people imprisoned in Viet Nam today,
convicted by the authorities solely for their writings. International PEN - will continue to press
for their release and an end to other official means of suppressing free speech. In particular, International
PEN . urge the authorities to lift the government-controlled screening mechanism, which aims at
allowing pre- and post- publication censorship.

International PEN - -~ * therefore concur with the Human Right Committee’s recommendation to the
Vietnamese State to put an end to restrictions on freedom of expression and to bring legislation to comply
with Article 19, and demand the authorities to bring to an end the pattern of imprisonment and residence
surveillance against all those who hold dissenting views.

Presidenrs Emcrirus : Homero Aridjis « Ronald Harwood CBE - Francis King CBE - Gyorgy Konrdd » Mario Vargas Llosa » Per Wistberg

Vice Presidents : Margaret Atwood - Andrei Bitov « Alexandre Blokh « Sook-Flee Chan « )M, Cocrzee « Georges Emmanuel Clancier
Moris Farhi MBE . Gloria Guardia - Nadine Gordimer » Naney Ing « Lucing Kathmann « Joanne Leedom-Ackerman « Predrag Matvejevic
“Toni Morrison « Boris A. Novak - Antonio Olinto - Michael Scammell « Thomas von Vegesack

Board : International President « International Secretary » International Treasurer » Cecilia Baledzar - Michael Butscher
‘Takeaki Hori » Mohamed Magani « Elisabeth Nordgren « Kristin T. Schnider - Haroon Siddiqui




