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Corporal punishment of children breaches their tgyto respect for human dignity and physical
integrity and to equal protection under the lawisltecognised by the Committee on the Rightseof th
Child and other treaty bodies, as well as by the &#dretary General’s Study on Violence against
Children, as a highly significant issue, both fasarting children’s status as rights holders andtife
prevention of all forms of violence.

In June 2006, the Committee on the Rights of thiel @dopted General Comment No. 8 on “The right
of the child to protection from corporal punishmant other cruel or degrading forms of
punishment”, which emphasises the immediate obdigain states parties to prohibit all corporal
punishment of children, including within the hor®¢her treaty bodies and also regional human rights
mechanisms have condemned all corporal punishrirefitctober 2006, the report of the UN
Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Caildvas submitted to the General Assembly. It
recommends universal prohibition of all corporalngghment as a matter of priority.

The Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishmei Children has regularly briefed the Committee
on the Rights of the Child on this issue since 28b0%e 2004 has similarly briefed the Committee
Against Torture, the Committee on the EliminatibDscrimination Against Women, the Committee
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the HnrRights Committee, and in 2011 began
briefing the Committee on the Rights of Personk Wisabilities. There is growing progress acrosis al
regions in challenging this common form of violeagainst children. But many States persist in
ignoring treaty body recommendations to prohibitlatiminate all corporal punishment. We hope the
Working Group of the UPR will give particular attem to states’ response, or lack of response, to
the concluding observations from treaty bodieshos issue, as well as to the recommendations made
during the first cycle of the UPR.

Corporal punishment of children is lawful in Djibouti, despite the
recommendations to prohibit it made during the UPRin 2009 and by the
Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Commtee Against Torture.

We hope the Working Group will note with concern tte legality of corporal
punishment in Djibouti. We hope states will raiselte issue during the review in
2013 and recommend to Djibouti that legislation i€nacted to explicitly prohibit
corporal punishment of children in all settings, ircluding the home, as a matter of
priority.




1 The initial review of Djibouti by the Human Rights Council (2009)

1.1 Djibouti was examined in the first cycle of tdmiversal Periodic Review in 2009 (session
4). The issue of corporal punishment of childrers wecluded in the compilation of UN
information; and the following recommendations were made:

“Adopt and implement the legislation and policiemncerning children, especially
concerning birth registration, violence againstdren, juvenile justice, street children
to name just a few (Slovenia) and to consider latie which prohibits all forms of
violence against children, including corporal ptinient, and which promotes
alternative forms of discipline (Brazil)”

1.2 The Government did not formally accept or refee recommendation.

1.3 Prohibiting corporal punishment of childreralhsettings, including the home, is an
obligation on states under the Convention on tlghRiof the Child and other human rights
treaties, though it is one frequently ignored arded by governments. Since the review in
2009 there have been no moves towards prohibibngocal punishment of children in
Djibouti. Today, as in 2009, it is unlawful in tpenal system and possibly in schools but it is
lawful in the home and in alternative care settings

2 Legality and practice of corporal punishment in Dibouti

2.1 Corporal punishment is lawful in theme Provisions against violence and abuse in the
Criminal Code (1995), the Family Code (2002) arel@wonstitution (1992) are not interpreted
as prohibiting corporal punishment in childrearing.

2.2 UNICEF’s major 2010 analysis of data from 2@I®6 on discipline of children in the
home found that in Djibouti, 72% of 2-14 year otdgperienced violent “discipline” (physical
punishment and/or psychological aggression); ntwaa bne in five experienced severe
physical punishment (being hit or slapped on tlve faead or ears or being hit over and over
with an implement}.

2.3 Corporal punishment is reportedly prohibitedcehoolsby regulations applicable to all
education institution$put we been unable to confirm this. There is rahjition of corporal
punishment in the Outline Act on the Education 8ys{1999).

2.4 Interviews with 1,669 children aged 9-14 inst8ools revealed that school corporal
punishment is widespread: 27.6% said they had bievith an object such as a ruler, stick or
“tuyau” (a PVC pipe), 19.5% had been forced to kneé&ont of the class or outside as a
punishment and 14.1% had been pinched or hadtthiior ears pulled.

2.5 In thepenal system corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentencetfane: there is no
provision for judicial corporal punishment in crimail law. But corporal punishment is not
prohibited as a disciplinary measure in penal astns.
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2.6 There is no explicit prohibition of corporalmshment inalternative care settings

3 Recommendations by human rights treaty monitorindhbodies

3.1 In its concluding observations on the statéyfsasecond report in 2008, tiBommittee
on the Rights of the Childrecommended that all corporal punishment of caidn Djibouti
be prohibited, including in the family, schoolseahative childcare and places of detenfion.

3.21n 2011, th€ommittee Against Torture recommended that Djibouti consider amending
its Criminal and Family Codes to prohibit corpgoahishment of children in all settings,
including the homé.
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