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Herein after Guyana.

Religious domination include: Hindu 28.4%, Pentecostal 16.9%, Roman Catholic 8.1%,
Anglican 6.9%, Seventh Day Adventist 5%, Methodist 1.7%, Jehovah Witness 1.1%, Other
Christians 17.7%, Muslim 7.2%, Other 4.3%, Non3 4.3% (2002 Census).

This fact is recognized in Article 35 of the Constitution of Guyana. According to the last National
Census taken in 2002, the population consists of East Indian 43.5%, Black (African) 30.2%,
Mixed 16.7%, Amerindian 9.1%, Other 0.5% (Chinese and Portuguese).

See http://www.parliament.gov.gy

The President is the Head of State, the supreme executive authority and commander in Chief of the
entire Disciplined Forces (Article 89). The Prime Minister is the principal assistant of the President
and Leader of Government Business in the National Assembly.

The Government Ministries include: Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Amerindian Affairs,
Ministry of Culture Youth and Sports, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Foreign Trade and International Cooperation, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Ministry of Housing and Water, Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social
Security, Ministry of Legal Affairs and Attorney General’s Chambers, Ministry of Local Government
and Regional Development, Office of the President, Office of the Prime Minister, Ministry of Public
Service, Ministry of Public Works, Ministry of Transport and Communications, Ministry of Tourism.
Following Independence in 1966, the 1970 constitutional change established the Cooperative
Republic of Guyana. The 1980 Constitution restructured Guyana’s Parliament to reflect a hybrid
Westminster republican system.

The Committee of Appointments and the 4 Sectoral Committees were established in 2003. The
incorporation of the Audit Office of Guyana under the Parliament and PAC’s  “ general
supervision” began on April 1st 2006.

Annexes to the present report are available on OHCHR website.

Of significance is the provision for the Leader of the Opposition to submit to the President six names
from which he selects the Chairman of the constitutional Human Rights Commission and six names
for the Chairman of the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) as well as his necessary
concurrence with the appointment of the principal officers of the Judiciary.

The ten (10) Regional Administrations are statutorily extensions of central government which receive
budgetary allocations to enable them to function. The MCCs and the NDCs also receive budgetary
allocations from central government.

12 Established by Order No. 10 of 2005.

The Public Service Commission has the sole responsibility to appoint persons to public offices and to
remove and exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such offices. The Police
Service Commission appoints, removes and exercises disciplinary control of persons to offices in the
Police Force of or above the rank of Inspector.

These Commissions are mandated to investigate complaints of discrimination, mediate and undertake
human rights education and research and make recommendations for policy and legislative changes. It
is worth noting that the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services approves their staffing
and remuneration. (Article 212 P).

See the Commission’s website www.ethnicrelations.org.gy.

National public holidays reflect the religious, historical and cultural richness of the country.
September is dedicated to recognizing and celebrating the Amerindian peoples’ contributions and the
promotion of their cultural and linguistic heritage.

Guyana submission to the UN Questionnaire on the Religion May 2007 may be of interest.

Guyana is between 7 and 9 feet below sea level along its 120 mile sea coast. In 2005 it suffered a
natural disaster where 300,000 people’s homes were flooded and thousands of acres of agricultural
land were destroyed. As a result, the country has had to heavily invest in infrastructural works in sea
and river defences, irrigation and drainage.

A recent evaluation has shown a reduction in anemia by 34% and a 45% reduction in under nutrition.
20 See the NHSS 2008-12 at http://www.health.gov.gy/pub/moh_nhss_0804.pdf

21 See http://www.health.gov.gy/pub/moh_stats bulletin _07.pdf-

2 Immunization figures for the following vaccines—DPT 95%, MMR/Yellow fever 96%, Polio
95% and TB/BCG 97%.

% There are 339 discrete nursery schools, 88 nursery classes in primary schools, 440 primary schools,
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109 secondary schools and 14 practical instruction centres in 2009 in the public education sector.
With respect to children, the GLAC manages the GoG/UNICEF Children’s Legal Aid Project.

The PCA’s powers are provided in statute and are in addition to the Police (Discipline) Act Chapter
17:01 The PCA has powers to enter any building where an alleged complaint has been committed.
In the last 4 years there have been several Boards of Inquiry on allegations of abuse, robbery,
excessive force, and torture. The most recent have been posted on http://www.moha.gov.gy/. Charges
have been instituted against 2 prison officers, 62 policemen and 4 soldiers in 2009.

In 2009, there were 2179 prisoners; 2095 males in the 5 prisons and 84 females.

See Guyana submissions to the UN Questionnaire on the Right to Education in Detention, February
2009, the UN Questionnaire on Detention of Drug Abusers, August 2009, and the OAS Questionnaire
on Juvenile Justice in the Criminal System, December 2008.

see http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pn/2009/pn0961.htm

An updated status report on the MDG Goals is being prepared with UNDP support.

See Guyana’s report to CERD and its response to the OAS IACHR Questionnaire on the Legal
Framework on Property Rights of Indigenous Peoples, October 2009.

The Mining Act, Cap. 65:01, The Environmental Protection Act, Cap. 20:05 and Forest Act (2009)
make provisions for the protection of traditional rights of Amerindians.

A single Village Council may represent more than one community.

These include: crime prevention, juvenile justice and care of children through out Guyana including
monitoring special children homes.

The Child Care Protection Agency was established on July 29, 2009 and is the lead agency in the
protection of children.

A woman and children born out of her union with the deceased can benefit under the deceased’s
estate once it is established that she lived with the deceased for seven (7) years or more and the
children are issues of that union or has been maintained by the deceased (Family and Dependants
Provision Act No. 22 of 1990).

See the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 1996.

See Guyana’s State Party Report to CEDAW 2010.

See Guyana’s submission to the UN Resolution 62/163 fuelling of racism, July 2009.

See Guyana’s submission to the OAS Questionnaire on Citizen Security and Human Rights in
September 2008.

The NCLO include representatives from the parliamentary political parties, the three main religious
bodies, the two umbrella labour bodies, two private sector bodies, the Guyana Association of Private
Security Organizations, the National Community Policing Association, and government officials from
the justice and security sectors.

See Guyana’s submission to the UNHRC Resolution 11/3 on Trafficking in Persons October 2009.
The ICT and Telecommunications Strategies focus on connecting all of Guyana to equalize and
reduce costs of access to information, educational development and investment opportunities.
Guyana sent a 100 person Guyana Defence Force contingent to Grenada after the 2005 hurricane for a
period of six months to provide relief and reconstruct. Following the January 2010 Haiti Earthquake,
Guyana has contributed US$ 1 M and its Haiti Relief Committee has raised additional donations of
food, rice, clothing and construction materials.

Guyana partners with several international organizations and has a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Kingdom of Norway on climate change and the reduction of carbon emissions.
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