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(Excerpts of Treaty Body Concluding Observations ad Special Procedure
Reports) - Universal Periodic Review:

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

We would like to bring your attention to the followg excerpts of from treaty body
Concluding Observations and Special Proceduregrtepelating to issues of interest
and concern to UNHCR with regards to Bosnia andzétgovina.

Treaty Body Concluding Observations

CEDAWI/C/BIH/CO/3 35" session
2 June 2006

37.The Committee is concerned at the situation ofm&bf sexual violence
of the 1992-1995 armed conflict, most of whom aoenen, who may suffer from
additional disadvantages as female heads of houdeaod internally displaced
persons. The Committee is concerned that they taid $pecific type of suffering are
not sufficiently recognized in the respective Idgaieworks for civilian war victims
in both entities. The Committee is also concerhed there is no coherent strategy to
support these women and they have only limitecoaratess to health insurance and
financial benefits, as well as to general healthvees or specific health services
relating to their traumatic experiences. The Conmitis also concerned at the
pending threat of eviction from their accommodagianthe Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina of women who are civilian victims ofusé violence and internally
displaced persons.

38. The Committee urges the State party to explicitlgcognize and
adequately protect women who were civilian victimissexual violence during the
armed conflict through a State law as well as thigiu the allocation of financial
resources for adequate social provisions for themgluding health insurance and
housing, so that their rights and entittements agpiaranteed in the entire State
party at a level comparable to that applicable tditary victims of war. It also urges
the State party to review its current regulationsdaplans on accommodation issues



for women who are civilian victims of war and disgaled persons in order to prevent
additional forms of indirect discrimination.

39. While noting the efforts of the Gender Equaliggency in mainstreaming
gender perspectives into the midterm developmesgiiegty for poverty reduction, the
Committee remains concerned that there are grodipgoonen, mainly those who are
single heads of household, elderly women, inteyndisplaced women, returnees,
disabled women and minority women, including Rormean@n, who are particularly
adversely affected by poverty.

40. The Committee requests the State party to eastimat all national
poverty alleviation programmes developed throughe ttmidterm development
strategy for poverty reduction and implemented lhe trelevant ministries fully
benefit women, in particular marginalized groups afomen, according to their
needs and circumstances, and to provide in its np&tiodic report information on
the results of the measures taken.

CCPR/C/BIH/CO/1 88" session
22 November 2006

20. The Committee notes with concern that, degpiereturn of housing
units to their pre-armed conflict owners and tHecation of significant funds to the
reconstruction of demolished housing units, marfygees and internally displaced
persons (IDPs) have still not returned to theirgmaed conflict places of residence
or have left again after having returned therd. (&)

The State party should increase its efforts to crda the necessary conditions for
sustainable returns, i.e. by combating discriminatin against minority returnees,
ensuring the social re-integration of returnees andtheir equal access to
employment, education, and social and public serws, such as water and
electricity, and by further de-mining areas with sgnificant returnee populations.

21. The Committee is concerned about the poor tiondi in collective
centres housing some 7,000 IDPs, many of whom Qetorethnic minority or other
vulnerable groups. (arts. 17 and 26)

The State party should proceed with the phasing-oubf collective centres for
IDPs and provide adequate alternative housing to taresidents of such centres.

22. The Committee is concerned about the frequartiré of health
institutions to issue birth certificates for Ronfaldren whose parents have no health
insurance or other means to pay hospital feesowdth this documentation is
necessary for registering a child with the publitharities and for the child’s access
to basic rights such as health insurance and eduacéarts. 16 and 24(2))

The State party should remove administrative obstdes and fees in order to
ensure that all Roma are provided with personal dagments, including birth
certificates, which are necessary for them to havaccess to health insurance,
social security, education and other basic rights.



CERD/C/BIH/CO/6 68" session
11 April 2006

21. The Committee notes that although pension ierafe significantly
higher in the Federation than in the Republika Eapgensioners who previously
received their pensions in the Federation, but wioe internally displaced to the
Republika Srpska, continue to receive pensions fioenRepublika Srpska Pension
Fund upon their return to the Federation. Furtheenonost internally displaced
persons returning to their pre-armed conflict Bnof residence keep their health
insurance status in the Entity where they residddlewdisplaced because of
complicated registration procedures and fear ofroignation in the places of their
pre-armed conflict residence, despite the sigmtidenancial burdens imposed on
them by virtue of having to commute between Erditte receive treatment or,
alternatively, to bear the full costs of healthvgses in the Entity to which they have
returned (Art. 5 (e) (iv).

The Committee requests that the State party ensuréhat pension and
health care benefits are provided on a non-discrimmatory basis, without regard
to ethnicity, especially where minority returnees ee involved. The Committee
further recommends that the State party review thedeployment of its pension
benefits and health care services and, for the timbeing, implement the Inter-
Entity Agreement on health care.

CESCR E/C.12/BIH/CO/1 38" session
24 January 2006

23. The Committee is deeply concerned about thenéxtf poverty in the
State party, especially in rural areas and amoeddltowing individuals and groups,
namely internally displaced persons, minority reaas, families headed by single
parents, victims of sexual violence suffered dutimgarmed conflict, children
without parental care, older persons, pensionersons with disabilities, the Roma
people and members of other ethnic minorities, whspecific needs are not
sufficiently addressed in the Mid-Term Developm8trategy for 2004-2007.

24. The Committee is concerned about the absertbe &tate level of a
housing law and of a national housing strategydtiress the housing needs of the
population. The Committee is also concerned atfwutack of social housing units,
especially for the low-income and disadvantagedraadyinalized groups.

CRC/C/15/Add.260 39 session
21 September 2005

57. The Committee is concerned that there exists extedsscrimination
regarding access to education by ethnic and/orarati minorities, especially Roma
(only 33 per cent of whom attend primary schodburthermore, the Committee is
concerned that other marginalized groups of chitgrencluding refugees and
returnees and children with disabilities face difiities of access to schooling.



61. While the Committee welcomes the 1998 Law on Oisdl&ersons,
Refugees and Returnees in the Republika Srpskguiateng the status, rights and
duties of displaced persons, refugees and returasesell as their reintegration in
the society - it is concerned that no comprehengregramme has been initiated at
the national level in this respect. The Committealso concerned that refugee and
displaced children are accommodated together wihlta in “collective centres”
and that collective centres oft@ecommodate not only children but also chronically
ill persons.

62. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(@) Continue its efforts aimed at the safe returrf displaced and refugee
children and their parents and prevent, as much @assible, violent attacks against
returnees and displaced persons and/or their prager
(b) Address the special needs and rights of dispthand refugee children, and
in particular to ensure proper accommodation arraegents for these children as
well as social and professional reintegration ofetin parents;

(d) Look into the issue of children whose parentsreaasylum-seekers,
temporarily admitted persons or recognized refugesben neither the parents, nor
the child are in possession of adequate documeptatiand ensure them access to
the rights prescribed for these categories of p&rso

(e) Continue to seek technical cooperation from UM in this regard.

E/CN.4/2006/71/Add.4
29 December 2005

Report of the Representative of the Secretary-Genal on the human rights of
internally displaced persons,Walter Kalin

54. The Representative is concerned about the dediaing conditionsof
IDPs,especially those belonging to particularlynerdable groups, such as the elderly
without family support, traumatized victims, disablor sick persons, female-headed
households and families of missing persons, wigsess war crimes investigations
and trials, or members of the Roma and other mires; who still live in collective
centres, irregular settlements and other formseoffiorary shelter, often experience
multiple discrimination and are unlikely to be albbereturn to their original homes

55. The Representative urges national and locahaities, in collaboration
with international agencies and donors, to seekadie solutions for these persons,
including the creation of adequate housing and appate institutional
arrangements such as foster families, social haupiojects or homes. He urges the
international community and donors to support spatjects.

56. Vulnerable groups of IDPs and returnees aretipatarly affected by
human rights violations. These groups include fentaded households, disabled
persons, victims of torture and severely traumadtizedividuals, elderly persons
without family support, unaccompanied children, fRema and other minorities.
Multiple discrimination along ethnic, gender, agtass and other lines results in an
accumulation of rights deprivation. The Represeamtatecommends to the authorities



that they mainstream the protection needs of valslergroups when formulating all
policies and measures affecting them and deviseifgpeneasures to find durable
solutions. The international community should pdevadditional durable solutions
for vulnerable groups among the displaced and metes and make sure that their
rights are not adversely affected as internatioaidl further diminishes.

57. Sustainable return in Bosnia and Herzegovinadépendent on: (a)
ensuring the safety of life and limb of returne@s) property repossession and
reconstruction of houses; and (c) a political, d@nd economic environment that
respects human rights and addresses the specidsr@eeturnees. While impressive
results have already been achieved, many challengemin. The Representative
recommends that all necessary measures be takemstoe the effective protection of
human rights of displaced persons and returneesluding by implementing his
recommendations. He calls upon the internationamewnity to ensure that
assistance programmes entail a transfer of respwirtges and capacities to national
and local stakeholders and that during this proctdss human rights of displaced
persons and returnees are mainstreamed into adiviait parts of the administration.
The Representative invites the authorities and itternational community to
establish a mechanism to closely monitor the resituation and its sustainability by
using reliable indicators and disaggregated data.

58. Most returnees now enjoy physical security.¢@ams remain about the
widespread presence of landmines as well as theegsst witnesses in war crimes
investigations and trials and members of ethnicamip groups. The Representative
recommends that the authorities continue, and pbssaiccelerate, with the support of
the international community, the process of mireai@nce with a priority on return
areas. Law enforcement institutions should takecéffe measures to ensure that all
crimes and acts of violence against IDPs and redemare properly investigated and
prosecuted. A functional witness protection prograrshould be established.

59. Despite the huge progress made in solving ptpgisputes, restitution
of houses and reconstruction of buildings, a cogrgille number of cases remain to
be solved. Vulnerable groups and minorities arepuaiportionately affected by
unsolved cases and deficiencies in infrastructarel they have difficulties accessing
aid for reconstruction and connection to public \8ees. The Representative
recommends that the authorities continue, with siport of the international
community, the reconstruction process and recommecaif houses to services in a
non-discriminatory manner, and examine carefullysalmed cases of property
repossession, in particular where members of valbkergroups are affected.

60. The unwillingness of local authorities to stiéfntly respect, protect and
fulfil the human rights of returnees, in particultreir economic and social rights,
continues to pose a major obstacle to sustainaleleirn. These obstacles often
originate in widespread and persistent discrimipnatialong ethnic lines which still
penetrates all spheres of public and private liflemany regions of the country.
Despite recent efforts, non-harmonized laws andleggns at different levels remain
and have also hampered return and integration. Representative recommends that
existing legislation be reviewed at all levels e tlight of human rights provisions
relevant to IDPs and returnees, with support frdme international community. A
comprehensive policy of non-discrimination, possitgsigned with the assistance of



the international community, should be adopted tlirass discrimination in all
spheres, particularly education, health, social texion, employment, access to
justice, public participation and the media. It sifa include legislative measures as
well as effective mechanisms for redress and coggpem, a system monitoring the
situation of vulnerable groups, codes of conducd goublic campaigns. The
participation of all sectors of society, includitige private sector, would be essential
for the successful implementation of the policgi¢lation should be harmonized and
simplified, especially in the areas of pensions a&mdployment, access to health,
education, the use of symbols in public institigiand the recognition of the status of
civilian victim of war. Human rights training, inaling on the Guiding Principles on
Internal Displacement, should be provided to ddfiiof the Ministry for Human
Rights and Refugees and their counterparts in tiigies and municipalities. At the
same time, measures should be taken to betterninfdPs and returnees of their
rights and existing mechanisms with which to seekeass. All IDPs and returnees, in
particular the Roma, should be provided with theuwtoents necessary to allow them
equal access to administrative procedures. Furttiee, Representative recommends
that the authorities make the necessary budgetatilons for the implementation of
laws affecting the situation of returnees and d@ispl persons, especially in the areas
of social welfare and health. Municipalities shodikdewise allocate an adequate
budget for return. The Representative invites tida@rities to consider accepting the
competence of the Committee on the EliminationagfdR Discrimination to examine
individual communications, by making the declanatiaander article 14 of
thelnternational Convention on the Elimination ofll AForms of Racial
Discrimination.

61. The Representative recommends to the intematammmunity that it
concentrate its efforts and resources towards theatoon of an environment
conducive to sustainable return. It could assighvuman rights training and human
rights-based capacity-building in areas such as mdstration of justice, employment
policies, and the harmonization of the health addoation systems.

62. Limited, or lack of, access to the right to edimatconstitutes a major
obstacle to return, as IDPs are reluctant to rettorareas where their children would
face segregation and intolerance and have to atsabols with a curriculum that
does not respect the cultural traditions of thenroethnic group. The Representative
recommends that the authorities continue the pmoésarmonization of the
educational system and gradually eliminate theesysdf “two schools under one
roof”. Countrywide educational programmes aimecaating an environment of
tolerance, peace and understanding of diversityukhbe established.

63. The right to health is undermined by inconsistes@n health insurance
schemes between entities, which mainly affect Eelsreturnees who suffered the
most acute consequences of the war and who areeid af specific physical and
psychological assistance. The Representative reemusithat the authorities
implement the 2001 agreement between the entitidshee Beko District health
insurance funds, to ensure that all those insunedte entity can receive health
coverage in another. Specific resources need tllbeated to assist persons
suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder. Siatvel legislation recognizing the
status of victim of torture, creating specific gration measures and granting victims
specific entitlements, should be enacted.



64. Discriminatory practices in employment, especialigvalent in the
public sector of municipalities, discourage mingnieturns. Returnees excluded from
the formal labour market have to resort to the infal economy or other coping
mechanisms. The Representative recommends thattierities closely review and
monitor recruitment practices in the public sectath a view to eliminating
discrimination. Disproportionate underrepresentatiof one ethnic group in a given
public company should be taken as an indicatiodiggrimination unless otherwise
demonstrated. Programmes and initiatives aimededting employment
opportunities specifically for IDP and female retees who are heads of household
should be created. Such measures might includetivoed training for women as
well as training for employers on gender equalythorities should also take steps
towards creating an environment conducive to ecoagnmowth and
development in return areas, and ensure that theapzation process is conducted in
a transparent and accountable manner. Past incglefhtliscrimination in
employment need to be addressed by providing thisérly made redundant with
re-employment or compensation.

65. Mass returns of refugees from abroad, repatriatiomreas of
unsustainable conditions, evictions of temporargupants during the property
repossession process and the closing of settlemetgpose the risk of renewed or
multiple displacement.

66. The Representative recommends that the authoaties! depriving
IDPs of their current accommodation without offgrian adequate alternative
solution. The Sarajevo Declaration should be imgetaed so as to facilitate
sustainable return of internally displaced persansl avoid successive displacement.
Further dialogue and collaboration on displacemanthe regional level could be
facilitated by the international community. The Resgntative calls upon the
authorities to raise concerns related to the sushility of return with the competent
authorities of countries of asylum, with a viewatmiding the displacement of
deportees and repatriates once they are returndgiosnia and
Herzegovina. The international community is alstbechupon to alert asylum States
concerned of existing risks and to appeal to theproceed cautiously with returns
to Bosnia and Herzegovina, in particular of perstetonging to ethnic minorities.
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