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1 BiH seeks to harmonize a legal framework to reduce discrimination in the exercise of rights by
persons with disabilities. RS and FBiH adopted the Law on Vocationa Rehabilitation, Training and
Employment of Disabled Personsin 2004 and 2009 respectively.
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2

For two years now the Conference of Ministers of Education in BiH has been monitoring and
taking steps to remove any form of discrimination and segregation in the education process in
BiH. The conference is a permanent and the highest advisory body for the coordination of
education sector in BiH.

Efforts to reduce discrimination and segregation in the education process are made and necessary meesures
are taken to diminate identified shortcomings in order to meet CoE post-accession requirements and
achieve priorities defined in the document "European Partnership for BiH”. The problem of ethnic
segregation in schools "two schools under one roof" is not present in the territory of RS,

Dueto alack of funds for mine clearance BiH extended the deadline to 2019 and BiH is a beneficiary
of the International Trust Fund from Ljubljana (ITF), UNDP and NPA.

Since 2007 BiH has had anti-mine mini-campaigns in elementary and secondary schools in
collaboration with the Centre for Mine Action in BiH, UNICEF and Red Cross, as well as other
governmental and nongovernmental organizations that are accredited for the implementation of these
activities. For further development of these campaigns, additional funding is needed.

Fragmentation of the education system is a direct consequence of the constitutional structure of BiH.
The Department of Education of the Ministry of Civil Affairs is responsible for coordination and
harmonization of educational systems at the level of BiH, including al elements listed in the
recommendation in which BiH tries to find constructive solutions to ensure effective measures to
prevent segregation and enhance the level of tolerance and respect for diversity.
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® In order to improve the status of women in BiH, appropriate legislation has been adopted within the

activities planned in strategies and action plans, such as the BiH Gender Action Plan and strategies to
prevent and combat domestic violence, and a report on Action Plan for Children for the period
2002—2010 is being prepared, while the Action Plan for the children of Bosnia and Herzegovina for
the period 2011—2014; the Strategy to Combat Violence Against Children for the period 2011 to
2014 and Strategy Against Juvenile Delinquency for the period 2011—2014 are being devel oped.
BiH continuoudly implements the valid strategies that are related to the protection of children: the
Strategy to Combat Violence against Children, 2007—2010, the Action Plan for Children of BiH for
the period 2002—2010 and the Strategy Against Juvenile Delinquency 2006—2010.

In recent years the efforts of BiH have focused on strengthening the capacity of BiH governments,
communities and activists to address issues of social exclusion and its effects on children, the youth
and women.

BiH authorities at al levels implement programs of institutional capacity building to establish
minimum national standards regarding the rights and welfare of children, as well as mechanisms for
quality assurance, monitoring and reporting according to these standards.

In BiH, thereis a system of reporting of violence against children, which is regulated by relevant laws
and continuously improved in practice.

BiH fights against poverty and it is currently working on a state-level strategic document entitled
"Strategy for Social Inclusion of BiH for the period 2010—2014" which includes a large part of its
objectives and measures related to social protection of children, i.e. families with children.

BiH has developed a common core curriculum for al subjects in primary and general secondary
education. Signing the Agreement on a Common Core al the ministers of education in BiH
committed that in al schoolsin BiH classes will be taught on the basis of the common core. By using
the common core al students will surely study at least 80 percent of the same content in each course.
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® The Ministry for Human Rights coordinates the process of establishing national preventive

mechanisms againg torture and is working on collecting data about the needs to sarve as the basis for
identifying the required resources. Preliminary results are expected in late May 2010.

Since BiH adopted the Law on the Prohibition of Discrimination, activities for its implementation have
continued on a permanent basis, such as the cregtion of a unified methodology for monitoring cases of
discrimination. BiH is committed to continue the reformsiinitiated in the field of human rights.

Condtitutional amending is in progress and a comprehensive law on the prohibition of discrimination was
passed in 2009.

Measures to reduce the number of persons without citizenship and to subsequently register members of the
Roma minority in birth registers are constantly taken by authorities of BiH.

BiH has passed the legidation that prohibits discrimination based on race, sex, disability or socia stetus.
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" The Laws on the Protection against Domestic Violence have been passed at the level of Entities and entity
Gender Centres regularly monitor and report on the implementation of the Laws. The methodologies of
collecting data on the basis of police reports and reports of centres for socia work are different, so defining
amethodology for uniform monitoring of domestic violence & thelevel of BiH isin progress.

In the territory of BiH there are nine safe houses established, which are owned by non-governmental
organizations. The State has given the necessary support for opening shelters and a portion of the
funds. Funds are lacking for more efficient operation of safe houses.

The Agency for Gender Equality of BiH, in cooperation with the entity Gender Centres, has started
the process of implementing the Gender Action Plan of BH, having designed the five-year program
for its implementation (FIGAP Program). Agreement on joint funding with SIDA, DFID, ADA was
signed last year.

In recent years the Agency for Gender Equality of BiH and entity Gender Centres have made great
efforts to harmonize the legislation with the Law on Gender Equdlity in BiH in the field of financing
of political parties, civil service, media and communications. The harmonization of laws at the entity
level is also significant, where there has been a harmonization of labour laws, education, social
welfare, and a so entity laws on the protection against domestic violence have been amended.

The development of the Strategy on Sexual and Reproductive Hedlth is in progress. With the help of
UNFPA, activities have been initiated to raise awareness of the youth about the importance of
reproductive health, which are conducted through the Y outh Friendly Centre.
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BiH Constitution and laws ensure the principle of the use of language and aphabet, guarantee to
parties to and other participants in the proceedings who do not know the language of the proceedings
to follow the proceedings through an interpreter (trandlator) and thisrule israrely violated in practice.
Judges and prosecutors in BiH are appointed by and subject to disciplinary proceedings before an

independent authority (BiH HIJPC).

However, the funding system of justice is still problematic, given the courts/ prosecution are financed
from the budget at different levels of government, which generally affects efficiency of the judiciary.
All citizens including religious minorities enjoy the same form of protection by the administrative and

judicia systems..
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BiH has noted the problem of lack of support to and protection of witnesses, especialy victim
witnesses in war crimes cases in the courts and prosecutors' offices across the country.

BiH has designed a network of support to witnesses throughout BiH and the Ministry of Justice is
involved in implementing these activities.

The 2008 — 2012 Justice Reform Strategy for BiH and Action Plan for the implementation of the
Strategy include a plan to adopt medium-term plans for training for judges and prosecutors, but also
that it is necessary to upgrade and improve them. To ensure high standards in law enforcement, the
Entity Judicial and Prosecutorial Training Centres, in cooperation with the High Judicia and
Prosecutorial Council of BiH, develop curriculafor on-going training of judges and prosecutors.
Coordination (December 2009) and the Anti-Corruption Strategy (2009—2014) and the Agency,
which reports to the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH, is being established.

Since April 2007 the RS has been implementing its own anti-corruption project and, within the Anti-
Corruption Strategy, which was adopted by the RS Government, the Action Plan for implementation
of the Strategy and the "Methodology for the construction of the integrity of the RS institutions in
combating corruption™ project, which opened a special tel ephone number to report cases of corruption
and lodge complaints against the police and employees of the RS Ministry of the Interior, are being
implemented.
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1 BiH has not conducted the census of Roma requiring any violation of their rights, including
enforcement of national identification, but the program has been conducted as a socia program.

™ In recent years BiH, in cooperation with UNHCR and UNICEF and the Centres for Social Work, has
continued eradication of the phenomenon of avoidance of registration of Roma children at birth.
BiH has prepared an Action Plan on Educational Needs of Roma and other ethnic minorities with a
view to voluntarily including Roma children into the regular education system in the Entities, while
there is a notable increase in the number of Roma children in primary schools.
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2 BiH is committed to strengthen cooperation with the international community and organizations to
further build capacities in key areas of the fight against poverty, rule of law, promotion of primary
education and gender equality and it achieves continuous successful cooperation with international
institutions and organizations such as the EU, CoE, UNICEF, World Bank, OSCE, and the like.

BiH has committed to continue the process of further democratization of BiH particularly in terms of
continuing the process of accession to European Union.
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