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Table 1 : Tonga’s working population 

The total Tongan population in 2018 was 99,600 persons. 

 

In 2018, the Tongan working-age population stood at 63,189, corresponding to 63.4 per cent of the 

total population. 

 

The labour force is composed of the employed and the unemployed population, aged 15 years and 

above. In 2018, the Tongan labour force stood at 29,504 persons where 56.2 per cent were men and 

43.8 per cent were women (Table 4.1 on the following page). 

 

In 2018, the Tongan labour force participation rate stood at 46.7 per cent. Men have a higher 

labour force participation rate (56.2 per cent) than women (38.4 per cent), which holds for the age 

groups 15-24, 25-64 and 65+ 

 

                                                 Key Labour Force Indicators 

Labour force population 29,504 

Employment – population in employment 28,598 

Labour force participant rate (%) 46.7% 

Unemployment rate (%) 3.1% 

Composite rate of labour underutilization (%) 18.7% 

Youth employment rate (%) 8.9% 

Informal employment rate (%) 77.9% 

Average monthly wages – employees (TOP) 1,539 
 

 

Total Households in Tonga 18,847 

Household participation in 

labour mobility scheme (Jan 2020 

– Nov 2021) 

AUS = 2,677 

NZ = 1,035 

Both (NZ & AUS) = 373 

 

(TOTAL = 4,085) 

21.7% of Total Households 

Households participated seasonal 

worker(s) accomplished goal(s) 

Purchase land allotment = 164 

Built/renovated home = 1,231 

Purchase vehicles = 1,172 

Pay School tuition = 1,118 

Started a business = 49 

Provided for family daily needs = 2,651 

Other = 47 

None = 385 

 

Households participated in 

labour mobility scheme faced 

social issues 

Yes = 119 

No = 2,415 
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Table 2: Child Discipline 
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TABLE 3: Population with illness or injury who sought care by sex, division and religion 
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TABLE 4: Children (aged 0 – 17 years) with illness or injury who sought care by sex, division and region 

               

Sex/ 
All of 
Tonga  

Sought care to injury or illness at: Reason not seeking care 
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Public 
hospit

al 
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e 
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h 
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Privat
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Clinic 
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al Healer 

Self-
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Self-
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TONG
A 

1,11
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82 641 37 49 71 139 96 4 82 74 1 2 5 

Male 610 43 346 18 20 37 85 57 4 43 42 0 1 0 

Femal
e 

509 39 295 19 29 34 54 39 0 39 32 1 1 5 

 


