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3. Due to the lack of domestic workers, the Government of Serbia is in the process of concluding an
agreement with Bangladesh, Vietnam and Guatemala that would facilitate the arrival of new
migrant workers from these countries to Serbia’.

4. Having in mind the issues with the treatment of the migrant workers in the reporting period, in
particular the lack of the adequate st low quality of the protection and services to
the migrant workers, ASTRA is fi PR recommendation on the need to ratify
the International Convention on t ts of All Migrant Workers and Members
of Their Families).
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IV. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking
into account applicable international humanitarian law

B. Civil and political rights
(Section 2. Administration of justic
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Law on Free Legal aid poses man
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at law engaged in NGOs from providin egal aid, regardless of the fact that
they have been providing this type of specialized service for more than 20 years. The
Law grants the right to provide free legal aig o attorneys/barristers and lawyers
working in local self-government units, disc g against lawyers who work in

organizations.
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Section 2. Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law,
Recommendation no. 27, on a need to strengthen and systematize support and protection
programmes for victims and witnesses.

10. In July 2020, rategy for the Realization of the Rights of Victim
20-2025) was adopted!’, aiming to establish a new
f protection and promotion of the rights of victims 3
Serbia.  According to the Strategy, all higher pub
d all higher courts — will establish information and support
and witnesses. The services should provide victims with
rights and obligations, but in a more technical sense. The

services, en they actually start functioning, will not provide legal aid.

11. In addition to the fact that the services are not yet established in majority of higher
public prosecutor's offices and higher courts, most of the prosecutor's offices and
courts don’t have the technical possibilities (transmitting video and sound, adequate

15 https://www.yucom.org.rs/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Primena-zakona-BPP-2.pdf

16 https://www.paragraf.rs/propisi/zakon-o-besplatnoj-pravnoj-pomoci.html
17 https://www.mpravde.gov.rs/files/Strategija-ENG.docx



https://www.yucom.org.rs/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Primena-zakona-BPP-2.pdf
https://www.paragraf.rs/propisi/zakon-o-besplatnoj-pravnoj-pomoci.html
https://www.mpravde.gov.rs/files/Strategija-ENG.docx

rooms for hearings).

Section 3. Fundamental freedoms and the right to participate in public and political life,
Recommendation no. 31, related to a narrowing of the public space owing to, inter alia,
the apparent shrinkage of the range and number of independent media outlets, and new
authoritarian strains in cultures of governance that had strengthened censorship.
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12. ASTRA complied a comprehen
workers exploited in the Linglon,
international media and other c
Majority of the articles and v
associations and individuals. Amon
government media, not one has shown

On the contrary they dealt with appraisals to the government capital investment
initiatives and provided space for government
for ‘attacking the joint ventures and attemp

China’.

ficials attacks on CSOs and activists,
oil the relations between Serbia

Section 4. Prohibition of all forms of slavery, Recommendation 34 on concern of a
Committee about the presence of national and foreign criminal groups involved in
trafficking and their exploitation of the large number of migrants and refugees in Serbia
and recommendation to strengthen measures to prevent and combat trafficking in persons,

placing a specific focus on miﬁrants and refugees.

13. Serbia should strengthen the C c the national
mechanism for the referral and The position
of victims of human traffickip i
at an enviable level and cerf
level, as well as a more cg
accordance with internatig g
and safety of children ay at is
fully focused on the vj
continuity in building

14. The protection and,

15. Centre for th ¢ Victims (CpoTV), the socid@

institution ma3 e formal identification of victims
verall support to the victims, has not yet found
in the syste d for both in the normative sense (the Law on
ize this institution, and the adoption of the is awaite®

more than ell as in operational sense (i.e. individual associates from

centre for, en do not know that this institution exists nor it’s function).
16. CPoTV e resources to increase its efforts to protect victims. The Center's
021, states that there is a shortage of professional staff and an
cssional workers. There are numerous shortcomings and limitations in
the work of this institution, starting from the lack of professional workers to the delay
of funds that are necessary for the functioning of this institution. It is necessary to
clearly define the role of the CPoTV in the social protection system.

18 Please reffer to Analysis of Judicial Practice for 2019, 2020 and 2021. https://www.astra.rs/en/manuals-reports-

studies/
19 Please refer to Case ASTRA ID 6664 in Annex 1.
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17. Changes in the internal procedures of the CPoTV should follow and be in accordance
with the law and by-laws and international standards and ratified documents. The
victim who has started the process of formal identification must be familiar with his/her
rights and informed about all relevant issues. If she is not recognized as a victim of
human trafficking, he/she has the right to appeal.?

izens who are potential victims
starting with the question of
sidence.?!

18. The procedure for regulating the r
of human trafficking must be cle
who is competent to submit a re

dentify victims in various
ational minorities, foreigners
al status, etc.).

19. There is a need to increase th
voulnerable groups (children, peo
who come to work in Serbia and have

20. Investigations, prosecution and punishment of human traffickers must be improved,
especially taking into account the lack of recg a0 of human trafficking in the form
of organized crime.
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and insecurity o
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procedures are still not
therefore the impact of
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Although an i
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Az case’ that resulted in the judgment of the European G
, but also to the number of complex individual cases.

as that the report of the Action Plan for 2019-2020, was not
the Report of the Republic of Serbia, the state claims that it was),
that the 1s almost at its end, and the Action Plan for the 2021-2022 was not
officially adopted. Also, the coordinating body for monitoring the implementation of
the Strategy and the Action Plan was dissolved (it was authorized to monitor the AP for

20 Challenges of recognition of the status of human trafficking victim in the Republic of Serbia, ASTRA, 2022.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x mnFXbhzwLb9k-EV4ifEDR 1sWIcPhk/view

22 Challenges in regulating the temporary residence of foreign victims of trafficking, ASTRA, 2022.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k9A XrfmWw86pbpvnfR4CDmM6C6GpU-Ouk/view
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the period 2019-2020), and finally that the discussion on the Strategy for the next
period should be put on the agenda a long time ago, since it is currently in its last year
of implementation and the strategic document for the following period should have
already been in the preparation phase.

Section 4. Prohibition of all forms of slavery, Recommendation 34 on Committee
concerned about the situation of children trafficked or exploited by family members or
others.

24. A large percentage of formally
children® (64% in 2019, 42% in
in 2019, 49% in 2020, 94% in 202

cking in human beings are
ost exclusively girls (59%

25. The analysis of court judgments®* (A cial attention to the protection of
minors for this reason. The percentage of children victims of trafficking among the
total identified number of victims is identifi n 2021, 71% comparing to 60% in
2020, and 59% in 2019.
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Section 4. Recommendation 35 to strengthen the monitoring of child labour, in particular
by enhancing the Labour Inspectorate, in order to detect and prevent the worst forms of
child labour, in particular by street children.
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ich has the effect of hindering the creation of effe
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We are at your disposal for any further information, clarifications or additional sources of
verification for the information provided.

24 Analysis of services protection and support to victims of trafficking to the people in Serbia, ASTRA, 2021.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LMS8ZL jdcggeFWm2q6FOpa3khCObwLpd/view
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ASTRA Anti-Trafficking Action Team
In Belgrade, Sept 29, 2022
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